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John 9:8-41
Key Verse 9:25 “‘He replied, ‘Whether he is a sinner or not, I don’t know. One thing I do know. I was blind but now I see!’”

[bookmark: _Hlk159248723]Last week we learned how we can overcome our fatalistic perspective toward our own or other’s misfortune or tragic human condition or situation. It is to see today’s sufferings as seeds of future hope to display the glory of God and work hard in a given situation with what we can do by faith and in prayer. The way of displaying God’s glory is various. As we learned in the last week’s message, to the former blind man’s case, Jesus’ healing his blindness was to display the glory of God in his life. Through opening the blind man’s eyes, Jesus revealed his almighty power, compassion, and amazing grace as the Messiah whom the prophet Isaiah had prophesized. (Isaiah 35:4-7; 61:1-2; Luke 4:18-19&21) However, in today’s continuing passage, after being healed, the former blind man was confronted by pressure and persecution which were like strong winds. He interacted with various people: his neighbors, his parents, and some religious leaders. But no one supported him. Rather, everyone else revealed their selfishness and fear, and distorted the factual truth. In such oppressed situation, the former blind man amazingly overcame the pressure and persecution by holding on to the one thing he knew. This example teaches us how we can overcome unjust pressure and persecution from people. In today’s passage Jesus also teaches us what is the best way to help those who are under pressure and persecution and who are in very vulnerable situation. It is to plant faith in Jesus. Faith in Jesus enables us to overcome any kind of hardship in our lives. Let’s learn this important lesson today. 

I. “One thing I do know” (8-34) 

Look at verses 8-12. After his eyes were opened by Jesus, the former blind man went home seeing. We cannot imagine how this former blind man from birth would feel when his eyes were opened and for the first time, he was able to see all the natures, things, and people; such as clean blue sky, clouds, green trees, and houses and animals, people walking in the streets and most of all when he came home and saw his parents’ faces with his own open eyes for the first time. When he came home seeing and saw his parents’ faces, it would be the most unforgettable emotional moment. But soon he was surrounded by his neighbors when they found him. Out of amazement, his neighbors and those who had formerly seen him begging asked, “Isn’t this the same man who used to sit and beg?” Some claimed that he was. Others said, “No, he only looks like him.” But he himself insisted, “I am the man.” They asked, “How then were your eyes opened?” He replied, “The man they call Jesus made some mud and put it on my eyes. He told me to go to Siloam and wash. So I went and washed, and then I could see.” The former blind man simply testified based on the fact. 

However, it seemed like they didn’t believe his testimony and in verse 13, they brought him to the Pharisees for an official investigation. Here a problem arose because the day on which Jesus had made the mud and opened the man’s eyes was a Sabbath. In John 5, when Jesus healed a 38 years-invalid man on a Sabbath, the Jewish leaders began to persecute Jesus because they thought he broke the Sabbath law. As you know, to the Jews, keeping the Sabbath was very crucial issue. The Pharisees were a very strict religious group who trained themselves to keep all the Laws including the Sabbath law. Their initial practice and intention to make more detailed regulations to keep the Sabbath law was good but as time passed, they gradually became legalistic and lost the main spirit and purpose of Sabbath. When they heard from the man born blind that Jesus opened his eyes using the mud and saliva on a Sabbath, they considered Jesus broke the Sabbath by working on a Sabbath. So by this issue, they were divided. Some of them said, “This man is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.” But others asked, “How can a sinner perform such a sign?” They turned again to the blind man, “What have you to say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” The former blind man must have sensed their intention that they somehow wanted to discredit Jesus. But he said very clearly. “He is a prophet.” (17b) It means that he believed that Jesus came from God. It was not yet a completely correct answer but as of now, he gave a best answer as he could, based on the fact. The pressure of the Pharisees was like a strong wind blowing against him. But as he held on to the fact, what Jesus had done to him, his faith grew until he could recognize Jesus as a prophet. 

When the Pharisees’ strategy to intimidate the man failed, they changed their attack to focus on his credibility as a witness. They summoned his parents and asked them, “Is this your son? Is this the one you say was born blind? How is it that now he can see? (19) Obviously the parents should have heard from his son about how Jesus had opened his eyes. So they should have stood on the side of truth, telling the fact of what Jesus had done for their son. They acknowledged that he was their son and that he had been born blind but they avoided admitting what Jesus had done or who he was, saying, “We don’t know how he can see now or who opened his eyes. Ask him. He is of age.” (20-21) They did this because they were afraid of the Jewish leaders, who already had decided that anyone who acknowledged that Jesus was the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. In Jewish community, being put out of the synagogue meant excommunication which was a very serious matter to them. They cannot enter synagogue. They cannot get a job in their community. They are treated like an outcast or gentile. Because of such fear, although the parents knew the factual truth, they chose not to stand as a witness of Jesus. Bible says such fear doesn’t come from God but from Satan. In fact, fear is the strongest weapon of Satan. Through fear men become slave to the power of sin, the power of death, and the power of Satan; the enemy of God. (Hebrews 2:15) So, the most repeated command in the bible is “Don’t be afraid; Fear not.” Some counted that it is repeated 365 times. In 2 Timothy 1:7, God clearly says, “For the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but gives us power, love, and self-discipline.” 

The Pharisees summoned the man, in a second attempt to oppress him. They said, “Give glory to God by telling the truth. We know this man is a sinner.” To advance their own agenda, they even misused God’s name while they were speaking a blasphemy against Jesus. In human standard, the Pharisees were highly educated elite and the man was just an ordinary uneducated man. He could have surrendered to their authority and agreed with them. But he did not. He was not intimated at all. In fact, he took the initiative to share his testimony with them even though they didn’t want to hear it. He replied in verse 25. Let’s read verse 25. “Whether he is a sinner or not, I don’t know. One thing I do know. I was blind but now I see.” Wow! The blind man won the victory over the experts of Law, the Pharisees by holding on to one thing he knew. He simply shared one undeniable evidence of God’s grace upon his life. Holding on to one thing he experienced by Jesus; holding on to one thing he knew in Jesus was enough for him to defeat the religious leaders’ unjust pressure and persecution, and not to give in to fear which can mislead him into slavery to Satan. Here we learn that it is very important to remember even one thing Jesus had done for us and to hold on to it. There is at least one thing Jesus had done for each of us. Instead of holding on to only bitter things or negative events, we should remember one thing Jesus has done for us; the grateful thing and blessed thing. Then it helps us to grow in knowing him more and more so that we can have deeper trust and love relationship with God. 

When the man clearly said, “I was blind, but now I see,” the Pharisees tried to exploit his testimony to have a basis to accuse Jesus. So they asked him again, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” Then the man realized that the Pharisees were not genuinely seeking the facts or truth. So he countered by saying, “I have told you already and you did not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you want to become his disciples too? (27) Then they became very angry and hurled insults at him. “You are this fellow’s disciple! We are disciples of Moses! We know that God spoke to Moses, but as for this fellow, we don’t even know where he comes from.” (28-29) Here we see the more the religious leaders became emotional and angry, the more the former blind man shone in his wisdom and sound mind as if he was a teacher and the Pharisees were stubborn students who needed correction. Let’s look at his wise answer in verses 30-33, “Now that is remarkable! You don’t know where he comes from, yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners. He listens to the godly person who does his will. Nobody has ever heard of opening the eyes of a man born blind. If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” (30-33) When the man stood on the side of truth, he became really wise, spirited like a bible teacher, strong, and courageous, free from fear and even funny. His face must have been shining like the stars in the dark sky. On the other hand, when the Pharisees tried to suppress the truth, they became foolish, abusive, and violent like mafia members. They misused their authority and threw the man out of the synagogue, saying, “You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture us?” There is a saying that the one who becomes angry first has lost the argument. They were totally defeated by the man. Here we learn from him that holding on to Jesus’ one grace to the end is the way of victory and it enables us to grow spiritually. 

II. Do you believe in the Son of Man? (35-41)

News about the man being cast out of the synagogue spread throughout Jerusalem like wildfire, by word of mouth. In this way, his testimony about Jesus spread. Yet the man must have been lonely and discouraged because he was literally left alone even from his parents not to mention of his community neighbors. He must have worried about his future, wondering how he would survive. He could no longer beg for a living. He had never studied or learned something for a living since those day there was no education system for the blind for sure. As an outcast, he could expect no help from others. At that moment, he was very vulnerable. When Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, he went and found the man (35a). Helping vulnerable people is not easy at all. How did Jesus help him? Did Jesus give him some money first of all as practically he needed it most for a living? Did Jesus give many kind encouraging words, praising him for what he had done? No. In verse 35 (let’s read it), Jesus asked him, “Do you believe in the Son of Man (the Messiah)?” It was to plant in him faith in the Messiah. Why did Jesus help him in this way? It is because to have faith in the Messiah is most important thing that we should have. When we truly believe in Jesus our Messiah, everything is included in that. We become his beloved children; thus, we are loved by him; protected, provided, sustained, disciplined by him and finally we grow spiritually by him. He knows all our needs. He knows what we need most. We lack nothing. We don’t need to worry about anything. We become true victor and even more than conquers. 1 John 5:5 says, “Who is it that overcomes the world? Only those who believes that Jesus is the Son of God.” Romans 8:37 says, “No in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.” When we have some problems; whether it can be a job problem, or relationship problem, or sin problem, the best way to solve it is to have faith in Jesus. Jesus saves us. Jesus frees us from the power of sin. Jesus provides our need as we seek first his kingdom and righteousness as a loving father provides his children with what they need. Jesus promised us that he would never leave us alone but be with us always to the very end of the age. 

The man answered Jesus’ question, “Who is he, sir? Tell me so that I may believe in him.” (36) In spite of his hardship, the man was not bitter or ungrateful. Nor did he doubt the love of Jesus. Rather, he fully trusted Jesus. Then Jesus revealed himself as the Messiah: “You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with you.” (37) Jesus entrusted himself to this man as the Messiah. Jesus did not this for everyone who believed in him (2:24), but only for those who fully committed to him, such as his disciples and the Samaritan woman (John 4). Jesus trusts those who trust in him. When Jesus revealed himself as Messiah, the man’s spiritual eyes were fully opened to see Jesus as he truly is. So he confessed, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him. (38) Notice that he called Jesus “Lord.” And he worshiped him. To the Jews, the “Lord” means “God.” We don’t use the word “worship” to the men though we can highly respect someone. To only God, we use the word “worship.” When he called Jesus Lord and worshiped him, even though he was homeless, left alone from his community, he didn’t need to worry about anything because from that time on, Jesus the Lord would take care of him and guide him to righteous and secure path providing all he needs until he gets to heaven our eternal heavenly home. 

I grew up in a very poor, troubled, and very dysfunctional family surrounded by very rich, successful, and proud relatives. My parents fought almost every day due to money problem. So, during my childhood, I suffered from fear, anxiety, inferior complex, low self-esteem, and also shame about my family. What was worst was guilty conscience due to the sin of lust. In short, I was in darkness. But out of his great mercy and love, God showed his mercy and grace upon my life when I cried out for help in my college days. God led me to UBF where I was invited to have bible study. Through bible study, I came to believe in Jesus who died for my sin. I experienced God’s saving grace upon my life. Like the man born blind, I encountered many hardships after I believed in Jesus, but when I remembered and held on to this one grace, this one grace became the anchor for my soul which enabled me not to be swept away by the waves of many kinds of hardships and to continue to grow to see God in any circumstances. Also, when I held on to this one grace, God gradually healed all my past wounds and inner scars helping me to be able to believe Ephesians 2:10 as my true identity in Christ as it says, “For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.” 

As a conclusion, today we learn how important it is to remember one thing Jesus has done for us and believe in Jesus as the Messiah. When you believe in Jesus as the Messiah, he saves you from your sin and he becomes everything you need. You become his beloved child. You become true victor, more than conquerors. You will lack nothing. 

Big Idea: Let’s hold on to one thing you do know in Jesus and believe in him.	
