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JESUS THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD
February 4, 2024

John 7:53-8:12
Key Verse 8:12 “When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, ‘I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.’”

Today’s passage shows us one very important reason why Jesus, the Son of God, came to this world. He came to be the light of the world to those living in the darkness of their sins. This means he came to show God’s unconditional forgiveness and unfailing love to all kinds of sinners. To those who are suffering and burdened in their sins of self-condemnation, who feel that there is no hope and no solution to their dark lives, Jesus is the light of the world. In this passage, there are two kinds of people who are in the darkness because of their sins: The woman caught in the act of adultery, and the Pharisees. The woman knew that she was a sinner and was unable to free herself from her sinful life. She was living in self-condemnation, without any hope or way out of her adulterous life. The Pharisees thought they were holy and righteous. They thought they were right and everyone else was wrong. Their sins of pride and self-righteousness blinded them from seeing that they were in the darkness and they needed Jesus’ forgiving grace. Today let’s hear Jesus’ words, “I am the light of the world.” May God help us to have a new light of life by following Jesus the light of the world.   

Look at verse 2. “At dawn he appeared again in the temple courts, where all the people had gathered around him, and he sat down to teach them.” The people were eager and willing to hear the word of God from dawn of the new day. How thirsty they were to hear the words of life from Jesus! They were coming to Jesus to drink and eagerly expecting to be satisfied. It was like a 7AM Bible Conference morning devotional with Jesus as the main speaker. Sometimes teaching the Bible looks too slow to get any immediate results, but we must believe that it is the best way because this is what Jesus came to do. Only God’s word has the power to change anyone’s life. 

While Jesus was teaching in the temple courts, the teachers of the Law and the Pharisees came into the temple, and rudely interrupted his Bible study, dragging a woman they had caught in the act of adultery. Their purpose in doing this was not to keep the Law of Moses, but to use this woman as a pawn to trap Jesus in his words. They were not the keepers of the Law as they boasted. According to the Law, the man in the act of adultery was just as guilty as she was. He also should be there and be stoned because of his sins of adultery. But they didn’t bring him. They made her stand before the group and they challenged Jesus with a question that seemed that whatever Jesus would say would be wrong so that they could accuse him. Look at their question in verse 4b. “Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of adultery. In the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?” 

This question was a trap for two reasons. First, if Jesus said, “Stone her”, then he would be contradicting his teachings on love and compassion. This of course does not mean that Jesus was easy on those who sinned or turned his head away from those who were sinning. Jesus did rebuke sinners, calling people to repent or they would perish. In addition, because the Jews were under Roman occupation and hence under Roman law, they could not legally have anyone executed. So if he said to stone her, then it would seem as if he was challenging Roman authority. If he said, “Don’t stone her,” then he would be going against the Law of Moses and would be considered a law breaker by the Jews. This would be legal grounds for him to be arrested. Now it seems that Jesus is trapped. What can he do? How can he escape this devious trap set by the Pharisees? What did Jesus do? At first, Jesus didn’t answer them, but bent down and started to write on the ground with his finger. According to verse 7, they kept on questioning him and probably even harassing him to give them an answer. They thought they really had him this time. 

How did Jesus finally answer these hypocrites? Look at verse 7b. “If any one of you is without sin, let him be the first to throw a stone at her.” Jesus upheld the Law of Moses. He did not say that the woman should be free from the penalty of the law. But he said that it should be done by those who had committed no sin. This verse is often used to excuse sin. The attitude is that we are free from blame because everyone else has done things that are wrong. But this verse does not excuse sin. Rather, it condemns those who are guilty even though they have never been caught. Look at verse 9. “At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus was left, with the woman standing there.” Jesus’ words convicted their consciences. They came to condemn and convict a woman caught in the act of adultery. They came to trap Jesus and accuse him. They thought that they were not sinners, but everyone else was. They thought that they were righteous and everyone else was unrighteous. It comforts and quiets the depraved heart of man if he can only find a person worse than himself: he thinks that the greater sin of another excuses himself; and while accusing and blaming another, he forgets his own evil. He thus rejoices in iniquity. But now they couldn’t stand before the holy Son of God. Their consciences had been convicted by the holy words of Jesus who spoke God’s truth. One by one they began to leave with the oldest leaving first, because they knew the implications of what Jesus was talking about. Before Jesus’ word, no one could stay there holding stones to condemn her. They came to accuse Jesus but they themselves were accused by their own conscience through Jesus’ one word. This is the power of the word of God. Hebrews 4:12-13 says, “For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account.”

Look at verses 10-11. “Jesus straightened up and asked her, `Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?' ‘No one, sir,’ she said. `Then neither do I condemn you,' Jesus declared. `Go now and leave your life of sin.’” Jesus did not condemn her because he came to the world to save sinners. John 3:16-17 says, “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.” Even though he has the authority as the Son of God to condemn, Christ came into this world to forgive and redeem us instead.

Sin brings condemnation and it brings God’s judgment and wrath. It brings the second death. Like this woman who was left standing before Jesus alone, we all must stand before the judgment seat of Christ, alone as individuals to give an accounting. When we stand before Jesus on the day of judgment, no one else can condemn us, because they will all be dead. Only Jesus, the eternal Son of God can judge us and condemn us, because he is the Judge. But the great and wonderful news is that God sent Jesus, not to condemn, but to save sinners like us. How can Jesus save condemned sinners? Under the Law of God, if we break even one law, one time, then we are law breakers and we are under God’s curse. Then we must pay for our sins with our own life. So how can Jesus save us when we are condemned by God’s law and cursed by God’s law because of our sins, even one sin? It is by becoming a curse for us. Our redemption is not without cost because Christ bore the full weight of our sins in our place on the cross. As is written in Galatians 3:13, “Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is written: “Cursed is everyone who is hung on a pole.” This is why Jesus could say “Neither do I condemn you” because He would later take on her sins and those of all humanity on the cross as the expression of His divine and perfect love for us. Christ frees us from all the guilt, all the shame and the condemnation brought on by our sins.
 
John Newton was a slave dealer. He knew he was wrong to be a slave dealer, but he had no strength to get out of his situation. Once when he felt condemned, he opened the Bible and happened to read Romans 8:1, “Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” “Wow! No condemnation, even for me!” He accepted Jesus’ grace of forgiveness. He became a hymn writer. He wrote “Amazing grace how sweet the sound That saved a wretch like me! I once was lost, but now am found, Was blind, but now I see.” Those who believe that there is no condemnation in Jesus experience heavenly sunshine in their hearts. From that time on, they can leave the life of sin, and instead, can live a life of faith. Now look at the second half of the verse 11. “Go now and leave your life of sin.” Jesus did not say, “Go and sin as little as possible.” Even though Jesus forgives sins, he neither compromises nor condones them. Jesus gave her a clear directive to leave her past completely behind. In short, Jesus wants her to repent. But some may ask, “OK. She definitely has to leave her sinful life behind but how exactly can she repent and where should she go now?” The woman might have thought the same thing too. 

Look at verse 12. “When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” It is as if Jesus was answering any question the woman may have had over what to do now. Rather than living in sin, she should live a new life following Jesus, offering herself as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to the Lord (Romans 12:1-2). Free from guilt and shame, she should live a new life with Jesus Christ as her first and only love. And even though some may continue to shun her and despise her based on her past life, it would not matter for she has the gift of a bright future in Christ, the light of her life. The woman was endlessly sorrowful and fatalistic because of her life of sin. Now she heard the Son’s promise, “Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” Jesus did not say, “Follow certain rules, obey certain commands, or live out certain teachings.” Jesus said, “Follow me.” Christianity is not a knowledge-based religion. It is not about do’s and don’ts. It is about a relationship with Jesus. Apart from Jesus, there is no deliverance from the blackness of sin. There is no guidance along the way of life. There is no knowledge as to the real meaning of life. Many people are in the darkness because they have no hope of the second chance. As long as she lived in that Jewish society, she would be branded as an adulterer forever. She is forever a sinner. But in the church which Jesus would establish through his death and resurrection, she will be a new creation. She can live a new life in the church. She will not walk in darkness because she will have the light of life.

According to historians, when the feast of tabernacles began, large candles were set up all through the temple and burned all night. This was called the illumination of the temple. They did that to remember God’s grace in the time of 40 years of wilderness. Recall that they were led by a pillar of fire at night and a lighted cloud in the daytime. To commemorate that, they had this illumination of the temple, and they lit all these candles and let them burn all night. It was a stunning sight. We can imagine Jesus standing there, looking at those extinguished candles and saying, “I am the light of the world, and I never go out. If you follow me, the light will never go out. You will never walk in the darkness. But you will have the light of life.” “I am the light that never is extinguished. And as the pillar of light in the day and the night led Israel to the promised land, I am the light that will lead you to the kingdom of God. I will lead you to everlasting life.” “I know the way out of darkness,” He says. “I know the way out of the darkness of ignorance. I know the way out of the darkness of sin. I know the way out of the darkness of sadness and sorrow. I know the way out of the darkness of death. Follow me, and I will lead you to life, eternal life.” What does it mean to follow Jesus? It is like a soldier following his commander as the believer follows Christ as his sole commander. It is like a slave following his master as the believer is to do the same. It is like an ignorant person following a wise counselor. That is what it means to follow all of those things, to follow Christ as a soldier follows his commander, as a slave follows his master, as a person in ignorance follows a wise counselor. To follow Jesus, we need to come to him, trust him and commit our lives to him. Those who do that have guidance in life and clear and bright hope beyond the grave.

[bookmark: _GoBack]In this dark world, only Jesus can be our light. In the previous chapter, we learned that whoever believes in Jesus, the rivers of living water will flow from within them. Jesus satisfies our inner thirsts with his rivers of living water. In this chapter he says, “I am the light of the world.” Jesus can make our lives meaningful and glorious with his light. Jesus is the light who defeats the darkness and rescues people out of darkness and out of Satan’s grip. As we know well, the power of darkness is very powerful. Nothing can defeat the power of darkness. Figuratively speaking, the darkness can be likened to a sorrowful mind, self-pity, no direction of life, hopelessness and especially the continuous life of sin. In short, all the fatalistic elements are the elements of darkness. No one can defeat this darkness. But Jesus who is the light of the world can defeat it. 37 years ago, I was in darkness. I did not know what to do after graduating from university. I was accepted to a graduate school but I was very fearful because of my poor English. At that time my friend invited me to UBF summer Bible conference. I never read the Bible before but I was moved somehow by the light of the world Jesus. God saved me and gave me the clear direction to be a Bible teacher for university students.

Today we learned that Jesus is the light of the world. May Jesus the light of the world give you a new life direction this year.

Big Idea: Follow Jesus the light of the world



