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JESUS IS THE LAMB OF GOD
October 22nd, 2023

John 1:19-51
Key Verse: John 1:29 – “The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!”

In last week's prologue of the Gospel according to John, we are given a rich summary of who Jesus is. We are told He is Logos (the divine principle, reason and intelligence behind all creation), the Life and the True Light of all mankind. As the passage continues, the summary culminates in declaring Jesus Christ as God's Word in human flesh who came into the world to show us who God really is (John 1:14-18). Now, John the Apostle further illustrates who Jesus is by sharing the testimonies of several people whom Jesus personally encountered. Just as we shall experience at our Fall Retreat two weeks from now, everyone needs to have a one-to-one with Jesus and when you see Him for who He really is, the end result will change your life forever.

The first person we encounter is another John. This time, it's John the Baptist. John was chosen by God to be the one who would prepare the way for the coming Messiah. As the archangel Gabriel told his father Zechariah, John would be filled with the Holy Spirit even before he was born and would go on before the Lord in the spirit and power of Elijah to turn the hearts of the Israelites in preparation for Jesus Christ (Luke 1:13-17). Everyone knew that John the Baptist would grow up to be somebody great as he was the first prophet that Israel had in over four hundred years. John even took the Nazarite vow and lived a life in total devotion to God by preaching a message of repentance and baptism. He was so influential that people came all the way out into the wilderness on the other side of Jordan to hear his message. Imagine if he were on social media today!

All this attention naturally drew the interest of the religious leaders who sent some of their members to investigate John the Baptist. Look at verses 20-22. Because John was so special, many thought that he could be the long-awaited Messiah but John confessed freely, “I am not the Messiah.” Next, they asked if he was Elijah. This was due to how similar the two were; weird but powerful prophets who lived out in the wilderness, were shaggy-haired, clothed in animal skins and called the nation to turn back to God in repentance even when it meant openly rebuking the king (Luke 3:19-20, 1 Kings 18:18). Additionally, the Book of Malachi states the return of Elijah as a sign of the end times and the imminent arrival of the Messiah (Malachi 4:5-6). Surely God sent him to finally rescue the nation from the dominion of the wicked Romans… but John simply said, “I am not.” So the priests and Levites asked if he was the Prophet foretold by Moses who would lead the Israelites in the same way that Moses did (Deuteronomy 18:15-22)… but John gave an even simpler response; “No.” Strike 3! Yet this did not deter them from asking John for some answer, any answer, that they could take back with them.

How did John respond? Let us read verse 23 together, “John replied in the words of Isaiah the prophet, “I am the voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way for the Lord.’” If John felt like it, he could have easily replied with something along the lines of “Are you serious? Do you know who I am!? Do you know who you are speaking to? I’m John the Baptist, God’s chosen prophet. Can’t you see how powerfully the Lord is working through me? How dare you insult me with your questions!” John wasn’t one to mince words or shy away from speaking the truth boldly (Luke 3:7-20). Yet instead of putting the spotlight on himself, John wanted to aim all their attention towards God and more importantly, the coming Messiah. By quoting Isaiah 40:3, John stated his sole mission in life; to point people to Christ. In his answer, he doesn’t even call himself a prophet or a messenger but simply a voice. Not even a person. The religious leaders wanted to know who John was but he wasn’t really interested in answering that question. All he wanted to talk about was the Messiah. In a way, John was saying, “I’m not special. In fact, I’m nobody. I am simply a voice calling out to you that Christ is coming soon!”

Last week, we saw that life can be boiled down to two fundamental questions that every person has to confront. They are “Who am I?” and “Why am I here?” People will go to great lengths to find the answers but many will fail to do so. Why? Because they try to find solutions in things other than God Himself. John the Baptist had no such issues. He was crystal clear in both his identity and purpose because of how he derived all of this from God. He didn’t live such a life to make a name for himself or impress others but humbly did what God had called him to do; point people towards Jesus Christ. Hence why Jesus would later describe John as the greatest man (born of women) who ever lived (Matthew 11:11). We as Christians are called to live in the same way, expressing this in all that we do. In doing so, we will paradoxically find out that the more we live for Christ and emulate Him in every way, the more we discover our true selves in Him. So let us embrace this calling and live our lives in such a way that it helps point people to Jesus.

The religious authorities, frustrated by the lack of a straight answer, didn’t even care that John was making such an obvious reference to the Messiah they were all desperately waiting for. Instead, they changed subjects to the issue of baptism. In Judaism, baptism was done for the Gentiles to cleanse their sins as part of their initiation into Judaism. Jews themselves didn’t get baptized for they believed one’s righteousness before God was based solely on the observance of the Jewish laws. So you can imagine how horrified they were when they heard John was baptizing fellow Jews as repentance for sins. They demanded to know on whose authority he was doing this as a means of discouraging him. However, look at how John responds in verses 26-27; “I baptize with water… but among you stands one you do not know. He is the one who comes after me, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie.” Once again, John tries to direct them toward Christ by not answering their question but telling them there was someone among them so great that even John the Baptist considered himself unworthy to untie the sandals of, a job reserved for only the lowest of slaves. So the question they should have been asking is, “Who exactly is this person that John speaks so highly of?”

We get the answer in our key verse for today’s passage. Let us read verse 29 together, “The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!”” Other translations have this verse as “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” “Behold” is a much better verb as it means to see with attention, to observe with care or to fix your eyes upon something remarkable and impressive. Think about what is taking place in this scene. This is how John the Baptist officially introduces the Messiah to the people of Israel. He could’ve used other titles that better aligned with what Israel hoped the Messiah would be; King of Kings, Prince of Peace, Mighty God, Avenger of the Righteous, Saviour of Israel, etc. Yet here, the Messiah is announced as the Lamb of God. Why send a weak little lamb when what the people desired was the Lion of Judah who would conquer all of Israel’s enemies and restore Israel to glory that surpassed even that of King David? It is because God wanted to defeat an enemy that has triumphed over every person that has ever lived. In this one sentence, John the Baptist summarized the greatest work of Jesus Christ. Jesus came into this world to deal with the problem of sin that has afflicted humanity ever since “The Fall” in Genesis 3. And He would accomplish this not through great military victories over His enemies but through His sacrificial death for those very people, including us (Ephesians 2:1-5).

God sent Jesus to not only bear the sin of the world but to take it away completely. The imagery of the lamb is especially important. It reminded the Israelites of Passover, when God spared them from the angel of death and delivered them out of Egypt through the blood of lambs painted on their doorposts. It also harkened back to their patriarch Abraham and how God sent a ram as a substitute in place of sacrificing his beloved son Isaac, not to mention all the sacrifices they had to offer on a regular basis because of their sins. Yet no matter how many millions upon millions of animals sacrificed, the crimson stain of sin could never be washed away. This is the real condition of all humanity. From the greatest saint to the worst of sinners, we are all powerless against our sinful nature and are destined to face God’s eternal condemnation due to our sins (Romans 3:10-18, 2 Thessalonians 1:8-9). Like a man drowning in an ocean, there is no way to save ourselves. Our only hope is for someone to reach down and pull us out completely. 

Jesus is the Lamb of God who didn’t just reach down from Heaven but came down from Heaven, took on human flesh and shed His precious blood to pay for our sins. Jesus covered us with His blood so we are no longer under the power of sin and death. And just as the life of any animal is in the blood (Leviticus 17:11), Jesus gave His blood so that we can have new life in Him. Hebrews 9:13-14 declares, “The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those who are ceremonially unclean sanctify them so that they are outwardly clean. How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death so that we may serve the living God!” And Revelation 5 gives us the glorious vision of how all the heavens and the earth will ultimately rejoice in worship, gazing upon the Lamb and proclaiming in unison; “Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise! ... To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honor and glory and power, for ever and ever!” (Revelation 5:12-13) Amen!

Even though I knew Christ from a young age, it didn’t stop me from desperately trying to find my self-worth in things other than God Himself such as academic success and romantic relationships. I felt that I deserved all these things on the basis of my own goodness. But when I achieved none of these things, I was in deep despair for I was mired in my sins and self-pity. Yet it was at that very moment when Jesus Christ reached out to me through Romans 5:6-8; “You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person someone might possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” Jesus was telling me to stop looking to other things for my worth. Instead, I should look to Him and only Him, the Lamb of God who took away the sin of the world and the only one who can satisfy every longing of my heart. From that moment onwards, the Gospel truly became alive within me and I’ve done my best to follow Him ever since.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The identity of Jesus Christ is further established through having personal encounters with several people who ultimately became His disciples. Verses 35-37 describe how two of John the Baptist's disciples went on to follow Jesus. One of them was Andrew while many Biblical scholars believe the unnamed man was the Apostle John himself. When they heard John the Baptist once again declare Jesus as the Lamb of God, it cut them to their core. They recognized that he was pointing them to Jesus. They went to Jesus accordingly and as they approached Jesus, we hear the first words spoken by Jesus in the Book of John; “What do you want?” (38a, “seek” in other translations). Jesus' words here have a double meaning. People come to Jesus in search of something that will fulfill the deepest longings of their hearts. These longings can only be fulfilled in Jesus for only Jesus is great enough to meet every desire that we have. This is why He invited them to come with Him when they expressed their desire to simply be where He was (38b-39). What every person truly needs is to be with Christ.

John doesn't reveal exactly what transpired during that encounter but he does tell us that Andrew immediately went to bring his brother Simon (41-42). Joy is seriously contagious and when someone experiences true joy in Christ, they naturally want to share it, especially to those they love. Even more remarkable is that he shared such a simple but effective testimony. Oftentimes, we fall into the trap that to share Jesus with others, we must have an amazing testimony on the level of a New York Times Bestseller or a PhD in Philosophy and Christian Apologetics, yet all Andrew needed was one simple statement and an opportunity. We need to be more like Andrew.

Next up is Philip who accepted Jesus' invitation when Jesus came directly to him and said “Follow me” (43). It didn't take much time for Philip to go find his friend Nathanael and share the good news with him. Even though Nathanael had major doubts, Philip just invited him in the same way that Jesus invited Andrew and John, “Come and see” (46b). That one small decision on Nathanael’s part led him to meet Christ in a very personal way. Look at verses 47-49, “When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, he said of him, “Here truly is an Israelite in whom there is no deceit.” “How do you know me?” Nathanael asked. Jesus answered, “I saw you while you were still under the fig tree before Philip called you.”” Before even meeting him, Jesus knew exactly who Nathanael was and what kind of person he was at his core. Jesus even knew that Nathanael was sitting under a fig tree which, in Jewish culture, has an added meaning of deeply reflecting on God’s Word. Nathanael probably received the invite to come and see Jesus while he was meditating on God’s Word. This is probably why Nathanael reacted the way he did by excitedly asserting, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the king of Israel.” He took Jesus’ invitation and foreknowledge of him as signs that Jesus was the Saviour he had been waiting for, with Jesus promising him he would see even greater things than this (50-51).

Now honestly ask yourself; what are you searching for? Where does your true hope lie? Jesus, the Lamb of God, is calling you to behold Him and place all your trust in Him. As our Creator, He knows you inside and out and wants to dwell within you so that He will not only change your life forever but also bring others to Him through you. He promises you that He can fulfil every longing and desire of your heart and proved this by giving you His very life. But all these things can only happen if you look to Him as the Lamb who takes away all sin. The message is clear and He has graciously extended this invitation to you. So, are you willing to accept it?

BIG IDEA: Behold Jesus, the Lamb of God!



