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PAUL PREACHES THE KINGDOM OF GOD IN ROME
(The Story that Has No End)
October 1, 2023

Acts 28:1-31
Key Verse 28:31 “He proclaimed the kingdom of God and taught about the Lord Jesus Christ—with all boldness and without hindrance!”

We come to the last chapter of Acts. Remember the key verse of Acts. “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” (1:8) That became the format for the Book of Acts. The gospel began in Jerusalem, then throughout all Judea, and then spread to Samaria, and finally, to Rome. The end of the book of Acts is a kind of anti-climax. There are no miracles. It ends so abruptly that many have thought that there was a lost chapter, or at least a lost paragraph. It ends, “He proclaimed the kingdom of God and taught about the Lord Jesus Christ—with all boldness and without hindrance!” We don’t hear what happened to Paul at the end of the two year imprisonment. We don’t hear what happened in the growth of the church in Rome. It seems to be very incomplete. Luke ends this way deliberately to show that the gospel is the story that has no end. It’s still going on, and it is the story of the church which will go on throughout all eternity. For Luke, the book of Acts is not just a story of Paul, but it is a story of the Holy Spirit. It is really about the unstoppable work of God, which no obstacle, no shipwreck, no snake-bite, and no Roman authorities could hinder from reaching the heart of the empire and the hearts of those who lived there.

Look at verse 1. “Once safely on shore, we found out that the island was called Malta.” Malta was just south of Sicily. During the storm, they seemed to be driven at random. But when it was over, they were very near Rome, right where God wanted them to be. God is always good. Even through the storm, everything turned out for good. So we can trust God in the midst of storms of life. Look at verse 2. “The islanders showed us unusual kindness. They built a fire and welcomed us all because it was raining and cold.” Paul and his fellow travelers had been wet, cold, tired, and hungry, constantly in suspense and suffering from despair for two weeks. There were 276 of them; some were prisoners. It was not a small matter to care for the needs of these unexpected guests. However, the islanders treated them with unusual kindness. It was expressed by a big, warm fire. By using the words “unusual kindness,” Luke suggests it was inspired by the kindness of God. God disciplines, but God also shows kindness. The struggle with the storm lasted two weeks. But God’s kindness through the islanders on Malta lasted for three months. 

In verses 3-10 we see the glorious image of our Lord Jesus Christ in Paul. In the first place, Paul had Jesus’ servant image. Verse 3 says that Paul was gathering a pile of brushwood to put on the fire. Paul was a great man of God. He just saved everyone on the ship. But he did not sit down, ready to be served. He got up to gather wood for the fire. He was ready to perform a menial act of service for those around him. Paul had learned how to serve like Jesus did. There is a saying, “It is only a little man who will not do a little job.” Paul was a big man. In the second place, Paul had victorious faith like Jesus. As Paul was putting the wood on the fire, a viper, driven out by the heat, fastened itself on his hand. As we know, one bite from a viper is fatal to a human being. Paul could have died on Malta, so close to Rome. When the islanders saw the snake hanging from Paul’s hand, they said to each other, “This man must be a murderer; for though he escaped from the sea, the goddess Justice has not allowed him to live” (4). Here we see that the islanders had a vague knowledge of God, for they believed in ultimate justice. But their thought world was very fatalistic. They were under the power of sin and death. The darkness of their thought world was almost tragic. It could have caused Paul to think fatalistically also: “Oh no! After surviving the storm at sea, am I now going to die by this viper’s bite?” Or, “I am a murderer. God is punishing me for killing Stephen.” What did Paul do? Look at verse 5. “But Paul shook the snake off into the fire and suffered no ill effects.” Paul did not have any element of fatalistic thinking. Paul had gospel faith. He believed in the forgiveness of sins and eternal life in the kingdom of God. He believed God’s promise of protection. So he was victorious over all the forces of darkness. Mark 16:18a says, “...they will pick up snakes with their hands; and when they drink deadly poison, it will not hurt them at all....” This promise is given to all who believe in Jesus and preach the gospel. In the course of serving God, we sometimes experience unexpected viper attacks. We can feel the poison of fatalism enter our bloodstream. Others misunderstand and are ready to pronounce defeat. We learn from Paul to shake off the snake into the fire, trusting absolutely in God’s forgiving grace and love that protects. We must claim victory over the darkness by faith in Christ. We must shake off the vipers with absolute faith in God’s love.

In the third place, Paul had the image of Jesus who heals the sick. The islanders expected Paul to swell up or suddenly fall dead. So they watched him carefully for a long time. But nothing unusual happened to him. Then they thought of him as a god. Anyway, their hearts were opened to Paul’s message and ministry. Look at verses 7-9. The chief official of the island, called Publius, had an estate nearby. He welcomed Paul and his companions to his home and showed them hospitality. Publius’ father was sick in bed with fever and dysentery. Paul went in to see him. After prayer, Paul placed his hands on him and healed him. It was a miracle. It fulfilled Mark 16:18b: “...they will place their hands on sick people and they will get well.” Then the rest of the sick on the island came to Paul. One by one he healed them all. Paul was a blessing to the islanders. As a result, the islanders were happy to care for the needs of Paul and his companions. 

When the weather became suitable for sailing, they put out to sea. From Malta, they sailed to Syracuse on the island of Sicily. Then they sailed to Rhegium on the Italian peninsula. Two days later they arrived at Puteoli, known as the port of Rome. Look at verse 14. “There we found some brothers who invited us to spend a week with them. And so we came to Rome.” At last, Paul arrived in Rome. Paul first mentioned Rome after seeing God’s great work in Ephesus. Acts 19:21 says, “After all this had happened, Paul decided to go to Jerusalem, passing through Macedonia and Achaia. ‘After I have been there,’ he said, ‘I must visit Rome also.’” Paul was delayed by imprisonment and trials. But in Acts 23:11, the Risen Christ stood beside him and said, “Take courage! As you have testified about me in Jerusalem, so you must also testify in Rome.” Later, in the terrible storm, the Lord’s angel said to him, “Do not be afraid Paul. You must stand trial before Caesar...” (Ac 27:24). At last, Paul was standing on the Roman soil. Look at verse 15. “The brothers there had heard that we were coming, and they traveled as far as the Forum of Appius and the Three Taverns to meet us. At the sight of these men Paul thanked God and was encouraged.” The distance the brothers traveled to meet Paul was considerable. Some traveled 43 miles. Many of them did not know Paul personally. But they recognized him as God’s servant and honored his arrival. It was the work of God. God had gone ahead of Paul to begin world mission work in Rome. When Paul saw them, he thanked God and was encouraged.

When Paul arrived in Rome, he was granted a permission not to be in the public prison with other prisoners, but to live by himself with a soldier to guard him in his own rented house. The reason for this favor seemed to have been because he was a Roman citizen still on an uncompleted trial. He had also saved the lives of Roman soldiers and the centurion. This was God’s grace and providence. What then did Paul do as the first thing in his rented house? He called together the leaders of the Jews in Rome. When they had assembled, Paul humbly explained about the rumor they had heard. He clearly said that he had never done anything against his people or against the customs of his ancestors. He told them that even the Romans who had examined him wanted to release him, but because of the opposition of the Jews, Paul had been compelled to appeal to Caesar. Paul did not remain quiet doing nothing, just thinking that his conscience was clear before God. He gently explained himself to the Jews in order to dispel any misunderstanding about him. Paul told them the reason why he was on trial. 

Look at verse 20. “For this reason I have asked to see you and talk with you. It is because of the hope of Israel that I am bound with this chain.” The Jews were waiting for a political Messiah. They waited for the restoration of Israel from the Roman occupation, and their nation becoming powerful and wealthy like that of King David’s. This was the hope of Israel. Yet the hope God gave them was not such a political one. The hope of Israel God gave was not a temporal and earthly hope, but a true one that saves them from their sin and death. It was the hope to raise those who are dead in sin, and bring them into the eternal kingdom of God, and reign with the Messiah (Ac 24:15). God made it possible through Jesus’ death and resurrection. And we are saved by faith in Jesus Christ, not through keeping the law. Because Paul testified to the true hope of Israel, he was persecuted by the Jews, and as a result, he ended up being in chains. In Rome also, Paul tried to convince them about Jesus from the Law of Moses and from the Prophets that the Messiah had to suffer and die. Paul’s teaching was clear. Yet most of the Jews did not accept his teaching about the suffering Messiah. They could not overcome their preconceived idea of the Messiah that the Messiah should be a conquering king. Even today, many people are stuck in their preconceived idea of the prosperity gospel, namely, if you believe, God will bring you health and wealth, and everything in life will be smooth and problem free. So when storms of life hit them, they stumble. Paul said clearly in Acts 14:22, “We must go through many hardships to enter the kingdom of God.”

In spite of their rejection, Paul did not despair. He accepted their rejection as God’s sovereignty, and said to them, “Therefore, I want you to know that God’s salvation has been sent to the Gentiles, and they will listen!” (28) What then did Paul do? Look at verses 30-31. “For two whole years Paul stayed there in his own rented house and welcomed all who came to see him. He proclaimed the kingdom of God and taught about the Lord Jesus Christ—with all boldness and without hindrance!” Paul’s trial did not resume for 2 years. This was because the accusers did not show up at the court. But most of all, it was God’s will that Paul teach the word in his own rented house without any hindrance. Paul welcomed all those who came to him and taught the word. He did not quarrel or get emotional, but quietly and persistently planted the word in the hearts of the people. Here, we learn three important points.
[bookmark: _GoBack]First, Paul did not allow himself to be restricted by his imprisonment. Even though he had some freedom within the house, it was still a prison that he could not leave. He was still under house arrest. He was physically confined. His health was not good. He had a bad eyesight that he needed a scribe to write for him. He was physically suffering from an illness which he described to be like a thorn in his flesh. His own people, the Jews, opposed him. In these circumstances, he could have easily given up, saying, “I cannot do anything. I just have to wait for an opportune time. Just pray for me that I may be released as soon as possible!” Yet he trusted in God’s good will in all things and maintained an optimistic perspective. When he did so, his rented house turned out to be the best place. In his rented house he did not need to work, for instance, make a tent. He was able to serve God there full-time. Every day the Roman soldiers protected Paul from the persecution of the Jews. Also, he did not need to chase after the people to teach the word. They came to him to listen to the word. Most of all, the prison guards were his steady Bible students. Paul welcomed all, the Jews and the Gentiles, men and women, and the freemen and the slaves. He overcame the limitation of his house arrest and taught the word of God for two whole years.

Second, even though he could not go out, the word he preached went out of the house. In the past, while Paul was pioneering Ephesus, he just stayed in the lecture hall of Tyrannus for two years, and taught his disciples the word of God. At that time, he experienced the word of God spread widely and grew in power. At that time, he was convinced that the gospel could surely conquer Rome (Ac19:21). He said in 2 Timothy 2:9, “for which I am suffering even to the point of being chained like a criminal. But God’s word is not chained.” Even though he was chained, he believed the word of God was not chained, and he faithfully preached the word in his rented house. Also, he wrote the famous Prison Epistles, namely, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, and Philemon. His faith in the power of God’s word was realized in reality. The gospel spread throughout the whole palace guard and to many who belonged to Caesar’s household (Php 1:13; 4:22). In AD 313, the Emperor Constantine proclaimed that Christianity was to be permanently tolerated within the Roman Empire. In AD 391 the Emperor Theodosius I declared Christianity as the official state religion. The gospel Paul preached in his rented house went out and conquered the Roman Empire, and through the Roman Empire, changed the course of history of the whole world.

Third, Paul preached the kingdom of God and taught about the Lord Jesus Christ. The kingdom of God is God’s ultimate gift and the best blessing for us. However, many people in the world are spiritually blind and cannot see it. They seek the world’s success and pleasure just pursuing visible things. Yet, everything in the world is temporal and will eventually vanish without a trace. They cannot be our true hope. Only the kingdom which God gives us is the eternal kingdom of everlasting life where there will be no pain, no sin, and no death. In order to receive the kingdom, we must believe that Jesus is our Lord and Savior. Whoever repents of their sin, and accepts Jesus as their Lord and Christ enters the kingdom of God. 
       The book of Acts ends with Paul’s ongoing preaching. The passage gives us the impression that Paul is still preaching the gospel boldly and without hindrance in his rented house, doesn’t it? Our Lord is writing Acts chapter 29 through Paul’s spiritual descendants. May God help us to be a part of God’s history by preaching the kingdom of God today.

Big Idea: Be a part of God’s history by preaching the kingdom of God



