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You Will Receive Power to Be Jesus’ Witnesses
January 1, 2023

Acts 1:1-11
Key Verse 1:8 “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

Happy New Year! When Alfred Nobel discovered an explosive element that was stronger than anything the world had known at the time, he asked a friend and Greek scholar for a word that conveyed the meaning of explosive power. The Greek word was dunamis, and Nobel named his invention “dynamite.” Dunamis is the same word that Jesus used when he told his disciples, “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” In other words, “You shall receive explosive, dynamite power when the Holy Spirit comes on you.” I pray that we all may experience explosive and dynamite power of the Holy Spirit in the new year so that we may be powerful witnesses of Jesus Christ.

Look at verse 1. “In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach.” The gospels, you might say in one sense, tell the story of the finished work of Christ. Jesus said in his high priestly prayer in anticipation of the cross in John 17:4, “I have finished the work you gave me to do.” And then on the cross, according to John 19:30, just before he gave up his life, he said, “It is finished.” So it is true that the first volume, the Gospel of Luke, and for that matter, all the other gospel writers, tell us of the finished work of Christ. The long awaited sacrifice for sin that satisfied God fully, he offered. By the sacrifice and offering of himself, he saved forever those who believed, and of course, he secured their redemption by his resurrection from the dead. Now nothing can be added to the finished work of Christ. The work of redemption Jesus finished. The work of doing and teaching he just began. The work of proclaiming the gospel, teaching the kingdom, and living the kingdom he only began. It is what Paul meant in Colossians 1:24, “Now I rejoice in what I am suffering for you, and I fill up in my flesh what is still lacking in regard to Christ’s afflictions.” Jesus began in his ministry to collect the elect. By the time he ascended into heaven, there were just a few. They were all in one tiny little country Israel. 120 gathered in the upper room in Jerusalem, and that’s the beginning. That’s what Jesus began. So Acts, as Luke continues to write, is the story of what Jesus through the Holy Spirit continues to do and teach. This is Volume 2 of the New Testament history of redemption. Acts continues the story, the story and the long process completing God’s redemptive work through his apostles.

Acts covers about 33 years of history. In such a short time, ordinary men and women turned the world upside down. They brought the gospel of Jesus Christ to the whole Roman world. How was it possible? They were not well trained Bible scholars. They did not have money. But when the Holy Spirit came to them, and they obeyed the Holy Spirit’s leading, and the great work of God was possible. It was not without pain. As the Holy Spirit brought new sheep into the church, God opened the minds and hearts of church leaders and members to welcome newcomers unconditionally as Jesus welcomed them. This process of assimilation was painful and awkward. It tested the limits of their faith and dependence on God. For example, the problem of clean and unclean foods arose. The apostles who had never eaten pork were suddenly faced sitting with the Gentiles who were eating pork deliciously. Not eating the same food would alienate them. So they denied themselves and ate the pork with them. But through these birthpains, the Holy Spirit brings forth an amazing new community, the likes of which the world had never before seen. It is a community of genuine unity-in-diversity, a place where Jew and Gentile, male and female, slave and free, truly connect with one another and become one in Christ Jesus (Gal 3:28). Historians have called the early Church “a sociological impossibility.” There was no human way for Jews and Gentiles, who in so many ways were polar opposites, to come together as friends and form a loving community. We will learn in the Book of Acts how it was possible. I pray that through the study of Acts, we may learn how to accept new generation of students and form a loving community through the Holy Spirit so that we may be witnesses of Jesus.

Look at verse 3. “After his suffering, he showed himself to these men and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God.” Jesus Christ rose from the dead. This is the most significant event in human history. Jesus’ resurrection is God’s victory over the power of sin and death. Jesus’ resurrection marked a new beginning for mankind to live victoriously in this world. Jesus’ resurrection opened the door to paradise for all who believe in him. Men who suffered from fear and despair under the shadow of death and the power of sin could now have hope in the Risen Christ: as Jesus rose from the dead, so shall we. When he appeared to his apostles, the Risen Christ spoke about the kingdom of God. This was the content of his message from the beginning. In Mark 1:15 he said, “The time has come. The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good news.” At the Last Supper he told his disciples, “For I tell you, I will not eat it again until it finds fulfillment in the kingdom of God” (Lk 22:16). Even on the cross, Jesus said to a repentant criminal, “I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise.” In the final analysis, the kingdom of God is most important. Peter grasped this and said, “For, ‘All men are like grass, and all their glory is like the flowers of the field; the grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of the Lord stands forever’” (1Pe 1:24,25a). Therefore, we must believe and teach the message of the kingdom of God.

Look at verse 6. The apostles expected Jesus to restore the kingdom to Israel according to the Jewish thought of restoring David’s kingdom. Jesus did not rebuke their thought completely. But he taught them that it is not for them to know the times or dates that the Father has set by his own authority. Down through the generations many people have tried to systematize their Bible knowledge and develop timetables and charts to foretell the Second Coming of Christ. They have all been wrong. Only God knows when Jesus will come again. We must respect God’s sovereign rule of his redemptive history. We work as if every day is our last, and we plan as if his coming is far off, and we leave the date to him. I don’t know when I’m going to die. I don’t want to know. I just work every day as if it is my last. 

Then what should Jesus’ apostles do? Look at verse 8. “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” Jesus says that his apostles will be his witnesses by the power of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit gives his people the power to testify about Jesus. But his words must have seemed almost ludicrous when Jesus uttered them. He was speaking to very ordinary people who were terrified by what they had seen done to Jesus and who were still hiding from the Jewish authorities. It must have been overwhelming and almost impossible to believe Jesus’ words, for his message was that they would be Jesus’ witnesses to the ends of the earth. Impossible? Ordinarily, yes. But these were the words of Jesus, the Son of the living God who was raised from the dead, and they came with promises. Jesus promised the power of the Holy Spirit. Jesus promised the Spirit of God, the Spirit they had seen in Jesus day after day. By the Spirit he had spoken words that changed lives, including theirs. By the Spirit he had touched the sick and they had been healed. By the Spirit he had commanded demons and they were gone. By the Spirit he had used a child’s lunch to feed over the five thousand. By the Spirit he had brought the dead back to life. By the Spirit he had challenged religious leaders with wisdom and authority. By the Spirit he had lived a life of perfect goodness. By the Spirit he had chosen his Father’s will over his own and gone to the cross. By the Spirit he had been raised from the dead and now stood before them. That same Spirit – the Spirit of the living God – was being promised to them. That Spirit would come with power.

Without the Holy Spirit no one can testify about Jesus. A man may be highly talented, intensively trained, and widely experienced, but without spiritual power he is ineffective. On the other hand, a man may be uneducated, unattractive, and unrefined, yet with the power of the Holy Spirit, he can be a powerful witness. The fearful disciples needed power for witnessing, holy boldness for preaching the gospel. They would receive this power when the Holy Spirit came upon them. In John 15:26,27 Jesus said, “When the Counselor comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father, he will testify about me. And you also must testify, for you have been with me from the beginning.” When the Holy Spirit works in us, we are compelled to witness to Jesus with burning hearts. During an ice storm, there was a power outage one Sunday. There was a most unusual announcement. The announcer, before giving the list of church services canceled due to the ice storm, said, “The following churches will be closed due to lack of power.” The idea of churches closing due to lack of power conjures up some spiritual parallels that directly tie into Jesus’ promise of the Spirit. Indeed many churches are being closed due to lack of spiritual power. All believers have in them spiritual dynamite for use of gifts, service, fellowship, and witness. Then how can we experience the release of that power in our lives?  First, through not grieving the Spirit by sin. Ephesians 4:30 says, “And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God.” Second, being continually filled and controlled by the Spirit. Ephesians 5:18 says, “Instead, be filled with the Spirit.” We can be filled with the Spirit when we yield moment by moment control of our lives to the Holy Spirit, which is the same as yielding our minds to the Word of God. Colossians 3:16 says, “Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit.” Then we will be powerful as Paul prayed for Ephesians, “I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being.” (Eph 3:16)

Look at verse 8 again. “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” “You will be my witnesses” means that you will have power to convince them of the truth. We need this power desperately. We talk to our neighbors and cannot convince them of the truth about Jesus. We need this power from the Holy Spirit. The word witness comes from martyres, plural. We get the English word martyr. What is the connection? The connection is that the word witness came to be the word martyr because so many witnesses to the gospel died. Word came to mean one who dies for his testimony because so many did. You remember when Jesus said, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me.” (Lk 9;23) In order to be a disciple of Jesus, you have to be willing to lose your own life. Christ is on trial. The Holy Spirit is the lawyer for the defense. The Spirit calls you into the court of the world to give a testimony. You need to decide what kind of witness you will be; good, bad, or indifferent. Think about the early Christians’ message. They were saying that people were sinners, and they were going to perish in their sin. It was alien to the Jews. It was a horrible message to the Gentiles. Persecution was happening everywhere so that witnesses essentially became martyrs because it was so tough. They were going into the Roman world, full of slaves, and they were saying, “If you are going to enter the kingdom of God and escape eternal hell, then you need to become a slave of Jesus.” The worst possible invitation to the church was to say to somebody, “You need to become a slave, a permanent slave of a master who will be your only master,” and this master was a crucified Jew from a 3rd world country Israel. This was a very hard sell. Foolishness, stumbling block. Keep in mind that there was no support for that message at all. How nice it would be if joining a church will get you connected with other people, you were socially acceptable, and you could get a good job. But they were aliens in an anti-Christian culture as it is today. So our witnessing should be credible so that others may believe in spite of horrible messages.

If you are a Christian, you have received the Holy Spirit. If you have received the Holy Spirit, you are a witness. The only question is if you are a faithful one or an unfaithful one; powerful witness or powerless one. The kingdom advances not through politics, not through some kind of cultural morality. The kingdom advances one soul at a time through personal testimony, personal witness. And always remember that statement by the skeptical German philosopher. “Show me your redeemed life, and I might be inclined to believe in your redeemer.” Pretty hard to make the gospel believable unless it’s believable when somebody looks at you. Not that you have to be perfect, but you have to be clearly committed to the truth you teach. There are lots of people who talk about Christ but don’t live a life that points to his power. Many people make a lame excuse, “I wouldn’t want to be a Christian because there are so many hypocrites.” There is some truth to it. Powerful preaching comes from the overflow of powerful demonstration of the transforming power of the gospel. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Look at verses 9-11. “After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. ‘Men of Galilee,’ they said, ‘why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.’” Jesus’ ascension reveals his Second Coming in power and glory. This same Jesus who was a good shepherd for his people will come back as King and Judge to establish the Kingdom of God forever. Sometimes we want to be spectators watching for his return, like the disciples looking intently into the sky. But the angels urge us, “Don’t just stand there! Participate in world mission by being Jesus’ witnesses.”

May the Holy Spirit empower you to be Jesus’ powerful witnesses to the ends of the earth. May God help you experience the power of the Holy Spirit every day in the new year.
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