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Extreme Grace: Ruth’s Redemption
December 18, 2022

Ruth 1:16-17, Chapter 2, 4:13-15
Key Verse 2:12 “May the Lord repay you for what you have done. May you be richly rewarded by the Lord, the God of Israel, under whose wings you have come to take refuge.”

We are continuing our study of the genealogy of Jesus that is in Matthew chapter 1. We studied the stories of Tamar and Rahab, with the big ideas, “God’s grace turned the worse moments into worship-filled moments,” and “God’s grace made the prostitute righteous.” Today we look at the story of Ruth with the big idea, “God’s grace redeemed a woman from a cursed tribe.” 

There are three things I want to mention to understand this story. First, the Moabites were the cursed people. They are the descendants of Lot, Abraham’s nephew. Lot’s older daughter slept with her father, and she bore a son who became the ancestor of the Moabites. So the Moabites were children of incest. God told Israel to have nothing to do with them, no marriages, no trade deals, no military or political alliances. In fact, Deuteronomy 23:3 says, “No Ammonite or Moabite or any of their descendants may enter the assembly of the Lord, not even in the tenth generation.” Second, the practice of gleaning was an ancient eastern custom where the poor were allowed to pick up grain left behind by the harvesters. God incorporated this custom formally into his law for Israel, giving the poor a legal right to glean. The landowner was obligated to welcome the gleaners. Third, the concept of a guardian redeemer. Every family in Israel was given an inheritance of land. If a family fell on hard times, they would sell the land or worse be forced to sell themselves as slaves. Then it was expected that one of the relatives would step up and buy the land for the family or to buy them back from slavery. The one who stepped up was called the guardian redeemer. His job was to do whatever was necessary to allow his relatives to retain their place in Israel’s community.

There are four chapters in the Book of Ruth. Each chapter is a snapshot from the life of Ruth. There are only four pictures in her entire life. The first chapter is a lengthy introduction that sets the stage. The second chapter occurs in one day. The third chapter in one evening and the fourth chapter one morning. 

Look at chapter 1:1. It is the time of the judges. The time of the judges was a time of lawlessness, moral social civil chaos in Israel. The last verse in the book of Judges is, “In those days Israel had no king everyone did as they saw fit.” This is the world that Ruth and Boaz and Naomi lived in. There is a famine. It is only the fourth recorded famine in the Old Testament since Genesis. The famine prompts a family mom, dad and two sons to relocate from Bethlehem to Moab. The question in the reader’s mind is, “Shouldn’t they have stayed in Israel, and trust God to look after them?” They wanted to live there for a short while, but then they settled there; the sons married Moabite women and they ended up staying there for 10 years. Then tragedy strikes; the father dies and both sons die, without leaving any children. The mom, Naomi hears that food has now appeared in Bethlehem, and she decides to move back. Culturally the daughters-in-law are supposed to stay with her but she releases them and says, “Go back to your people and remarry; have a chance to start a new life; there is no hope staying with me.” One of the daughters-in-law, Orpah, does the sensible, reasonable, and practical thing. She goes back to her people. But Ruth chooses to stay with Naomi. She does the unexpected, the illogical, and the unreasonable, and she walks onto the stage of the story with her famous words to Naomi in verse 1:16, “Where you go I will go, where you stay I will stay. No matter what lies ahead in the future, I am committed to you.” Ruth chose a new life with Naomi, knowing full well that it would be a life of poverty, and Naomi made it clear that she could promise her nothing. Ruth goes on, “Your people will be my people, your God my God.” Ruth has walked away from all that she has known in Moab and is now joining herself to her mother-in-law, her mother-in-law’s people and the God of Israel. The next phrase Ruth says is not a repetition of her commitment to Naomi. Look at verse 1:17. “Where you die I will die, and there I will be buried.” What she is communicating is the permanence of her decision. What she is saying is, “Naomi, even after you die I will remain in the land of Israel; I am not going back to Moab.” Her decision was complete and comprehensive regardless of what happens to Naomi. Ruth has made her choice; there is no going back to Moab.

The women arrive in Bethlehem and Naomi expresses her hurt and her bitterness. She believes that God is against her and is responsible for everything that has happened to her and she makes a statement four times that the Almighty has made her life very bitter. “I went away full but the Lord has brought me back empty; the Lord has afflicted me, the Almighty has brought misfortune upon me.” The four-fold repetition drives home her conviction that it is God who has turned against her. She no doubt struggled with bitter regret over having gone to Moab in the first place. She seems to have been overcome with remorse and perhaps a feeling that she had somehow incurred the Lord’s displeasure by going to Moab. Now understand what the author is creating for us. Naomi’s bitterness and her belief that God has turned against her are contrasted with Ruth saying, “This is the very God that I choose to turn to.” Her mother-in-law is disappointed, but this is the God that Ruth turns to. 

We move into the second chapter. The chapter begins by introducing us to Boaz. He is a relative of Naomi. He is described as a man of standing, literally a mighty man of means. It was a formal title that was bestowed on prominent members of the community because of their character, their capability or their resources. He was someone that the community respected. Then we read about Ruth’s initiative. She decides to glean in the fields to find food for her and her mother-in-law. We next see two coincidences. Ruth happens to glean in Boaz’s field and Boaz happens to come to the field that same morning. Boaz increasingly provides for her. Boaz invites her to join his female servants and to drink the water that has been brought out for his servants. Boaz has told his men not to touch her. As a refugee as well as a widow, she would have no men to defend her. She was vulnerable. By noon time Boaz has now invited her to eat lunch with his household. In fact he serves her himself. Boaz welcomes her to glean among the very stacks of harvested grain. He tells his men to actually pull out grain from the bundles for her to pick up from the ground. The question is, “Why was he so kind to her?” Ruth asked the same question in verse 2:10. “Why have I found such favor in your eyes that you notice me—a foreigner?” 

Look at verses 2:11-12. Boaz answered her, “I’ve been told all about what you have done for your mother-in-law since the death of your husband—how you left your father and mother and your homeland and came to live with a people that you did not know before. May the LORD repay you for what you have done. May you be richly rewarded by the LORD, the God of Israel, under whose wings you have come to take refuge.” Boaz says that God is really the one who is rewarding Ruth for her love to Naomi and for her coming to God to take a refuge. Here the picture is of God as a great winged Eagle and Ruth as a threatened little eaglet coming to find safety under the Eagle’s wings. The implication of verse 12 is that God will reward Ruth because she has sought refuge under his wings. Notice that Boaz doesn’t see himself as the one caring for Ruth. Ultimately he says, “God, the God that you have turned to, will be the one who blesses you.” That is true encouragement. Boaz is a direct descendant of Rahab (Ruth 4:21; Matthew 1:5). He undoubtedly knew her story well and gloried in his heritage. His connection with Rahab would certainly have inclined his heart to be sympathetic to the plight of a foreign woman like Ruth who had embraced Yahweh with a faith reminiscent of Rahab’s.

Ruth goes home that night and Naomi explains who Boaz really is. He is in that inner circle of relatives and potentially could be a guardian-redeemer. Notice that the chapter opens and closes with these two titles of Boaz; a man of standing, a guardian-redeemer. What the author is telling us is that Boaz has the resources and the responsibility to help these two widows. The question is, “Will he step up?” 

Chapter 3 requires parental guidance. Basically, it describes the answer if Ruth and Boaz’s grandchildren would ever ask, “Tell us the story of how grandpa proposed to grandma.” Ruth bathed, put on her makeup and got dressed in her best clothes. Boaz is sound asleep, drunk from partying, celebrating his harvest. Grandma sneaks up on grandpa, lifts the garment off his feet and lies down at his feet. Grandpa wakes up and grandma proposes to grandpa. We saw how in the Tamar story and the Rahab story the women take initiative. You see the same thing happening in the Ruth story. It is Ruth who proposes to Boaz. Let’s look at the dialogue between the two of them in chapter 3:9-13. “I am your servant Ruth.” It is dark. Boaz is drunk; he has no idea who is the woman at his feet so she identifies herself first, but she uses a term where she places herself lower socially than he. “I am your servant.” Boaz answers three things. “I will do everything you ask.” The second thing: “Everyone knows you are a woman of noble character.” He uses the female equivalent of the title given to him in chapter 2:1. He is called a man of standing. He takes the female version of that term and assigns it to her, “You are a woman of standing.” Ruth presents herself as his servant, and Boaz’s answer to her is no, “You are not a servant, you are equal to me.” He looks beyond the fact that she is a foreigner, she is poor and she is a widow. But he says no, “You are a woman of excellence, you are equal to me now at this time.” This is the romantic climax. The two of them finally have expressed their love for each other and then Boaz drops this bombshell. “There is another who is more closely related than I.” The reader is like, “Oh, no!.” We like to scream, “No.” We want to tell Boaz, “Don’t be such an honest person just for one moment. Take her!” Boaz is a man of integrity and the integrity could cost him Ruth. His self-control is remarkable. The stars are beautiful overhead, it is midnight, he loves her, she loves him, they are alone, she is under his garment and he stops it for the sake of righteousness, and does not touch her. What a man! What a woman! The mood of today’s culture is, “If it feels good, do it, and to hell with your guilt-producing principles of purity and faithfulness.” Don’t be like the world. Be like Boaz. Be like Ruth. Powerful in self-control. Committed to righteousness.

But Boaz doesn’t waste any time in the morning. He rounds up the relative and the city elders. They sit down and he tells them, “Look, here is the deal. Naomi is selling the land. If you buy the land, you have to marry Ruth as well because she comes with the property.” And the relative says no way. He literally is saying, “It would ruin me, it would endanger me.” What did he mean by that? The relative did the math; “I would have to pay for the land, and then I would have to pay to support Ruth, Naomi and any children that we have.” The benefit would be, well, “I would have this extra land that I could farm and gain revenue from. I would have the enhanced social standing of having stepped forward and being the guardian-redeemer.” But he also counts future losses. Any child that he and Ruth had when that child came of age would take possession of that land back without having to pay him. That same child would also have a share in his estate and when he did the math, he said, “No way; it would ruin me.” And he surrenders the right of redemption to Boaz. Then Boaz right away formally declares his intention to buy the land, marry Ruth and to raise up children in the Levirate marriage. The elders give their approval. They issue a prayer of blessing on Ruth and Boaz and on any children God may bless them with. God does bless them with a son Obed and when the son is born, the women of the village give a blessing to Naomi. That blessing is the women’s answer to Naomi’s complaint from chapter 1. “God is responsible for my losses and God is against me.” The prayer of blessing tells Naomi, “Yes, God is responsible for your losses but he is never against you, he had something even better for you. In fact, look at your daughter-in-law. She is worth more than seven sons.” Now in ancient Israel for a daughter to be equated, equal in value to a son was a huge compliment for a woman. To be complimented as being more valuable than seven sons was unheard of because seven sons was the ideal dream of any Jewish father. So for Ruth to be given that compliment was unbelievable, and remember that compliment came from other women and they are saying to Naomi, “You have no idea how rich your life has become. God is responsible for what you have gone through but he is not against you.” 

Let me close with two points. First, did you notice that there is no description of Ruth’s physical appearance? In the Bible, Sarah, Rachel, and Esther are described as beautiful. For Ruth there is not a single mention of what she looked like because it is all about the inside. Boaz saw that Ruth is a Moabite on the outside but on the inside she loves the God of Israel. The other thing Boaz saw was a woman who demonstrates her loyal and faithful love. He saw how Ruth cared for her mother-in-law. The second point is the purity of Ruth’s faith. Abraham left his people, his family, and his country because God offered him promises. Tamar had a pledge, a seal and a staff from Judah. Rahab had the promise from the spies. Ruth had no such promises. All she had was loss and heartache. There was no promise from God, saying, “If you go to Israel, I will turn your life around.” There was nothing from God but she chose to join herself to God and to God’s people even if she remained for the rest of her life a widow, barren and poor. She made her choice with no promises from God. Her faith was pure.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Ruth was from a cursed tribe of Moabites. But God redeemed Ruth because of her faith in God. Not only that, she became an ancestor of the Messiah. God’s extreme grace redeemed Ruth. This cursed Moabite became the great-grandmother of King David. How did a cursed Moabite get into the line of Messiah? The answer: Because God provided for her a redeemer. We were also cursed due to our sins. But God provided the Redeemer, the Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus came to this world as a human to redeem us so that we may be his holy children. He paid the price of our redemption on the cross with his own blood. At this Christmas, we thank and praise God for Jesus our Redeemer in coming to this world as a baby in the manger to redeem us.
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