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Extreme Grace: Rahab’s Righteousness
December 4, 2022

Joshua 2:1-24
Key Verse 2:11 “When we heard of it, our hearts melted in fear and everyone’s courage failed because of you, for the LORD your God is God in heaven above and on the earth below.”

Last week we began to look at the three special mentions contained in Matthew’s genealogy of Jesus Christ; Tamar, Rahab and Ruth. Matthew is calling our attention to some pretty scandalous stories from the Old Testament. The Holy Spirit leads Matthew to include these names as part of the arrival of his Son, the Savior of the world. Last week, we looked at Tamar, with the big idea, “God’s grace turned the worst moments into worship-filled moments.” Today we are going to look into the story of Rahab, with the big idea, “God’s grace made the prostitute righteous.”

Let me first set the context of this chapter. God has brought his people out of Egypt, out of their slavery under Moses, and now God is about to lead his people into the promised land through Joshua. Now in the 40 years where Israel had wandered in the desert, the story of what God had done to Pharaoh and Egypt has spread throughout the known world. Joshua is preparing to enter the promised land, and God meets with him in chapter 1, and gives him all kinds of affirmations. God says in 1:3-4, “You are about to lead the people into the land that I am giving you. I will give you every place where you set your foot, as I promised Moses. Be strong and courageous. As I was with Moses, so I will be with you.”

Look at verse 1a. “Then Joshua son of Nun secretly sent two spies from Shittim. ‘Go, look over the land,’ he said, ‘especially Jericho.’” Why did Joshua send the spies secretly? This is not the first time that the Israelites have gotten to the edge of the promised land. 40 years earlier, they sent 12 spies, and Joshua and Caleb were part of the first delegation that went to spy out the land, but it didn’t go well. 10 of them came back with a bad report, and discouraged people, saying, “We can’t attack those people; they are stronger than we are…All the people we saw there are of great size…We seemed like grasshoppers in our own eyes.” It led to 40 years of wandering in the wilderness where a generation died off because of their rebellion against God, because of their refusal to believe that God had given them the land. So Joshua sends two spies secretly and explicitly tells them to go to Jericho and check out that town. Now Jericho was a gateway city into the land of Canaan; it was a medium-sized city for its time; it had a population of approximately two to three thousand people. But unique to Jericho is that it had strong defenses. It had two sets of walls; it had a towering wall encompassing the city and then it had a lower retaining wall as well, equally formidable to climb over or attack. In Joshua’s day when an attacking army laid siege to a city, they basically starved the population into submission. But Jericho had a spring of fresh water that continually fed the city with fresh clean drinking water; it could also grow its own crops and we learn from chapter 3 that the harvest has just come in so the Canaanites are held up in this city with lots of food, lots of water. Joshua is trying to figure out how to deal with this strategic location so he sends up these spies to do some reconnaissance. 

Look at verse 1b. “So they went and entered the house of a prostitute named Rahab and stayed there.” Now when Joshua told them to go in and spy out the land, I am not sure that is what he had in mind. These spies chose to go into the house of a prostitute, and there are all kinds of theories as to why. Rahab’s house was most likely a combination of pub and place of prostitution. It was a good hiding place as they frequently had strangers coming in and out of them. So maybe they could blend in with all the other strangers from the surrounding area or pilgrims and travelers on the highway. They were good places to overhear information about other regions, and the ladies that worked at these places would be a good cover as they usually want to keep their clients’ information confidential. Look at verses 2-3. “The king of Jericho was told, ‘Look, some of the Israelites have come here tonight to spy out the land.’ So the king of Jericho sent this message to Rahab: ‘Bring out the men who came to you and entered your house, because they have come to spy out the whole land.’” Apparently, these guys were not the 007 type; apparently their blending in skills were not quite sufficient because everybody even including the king of Jericho himself knows that these guys are the Israelite spies. 

Look at verses 4-5. “But the woman had taken the two men and hidden them. She said, ‘Yes, the men came to me, but I did not know where they had come from. At dusk, when it was time to close the city gate, they left. I don’t know which way they went. Go after them quickly. You may catch up with them.’” Rahab is explicitly misdirecting the king’s messengers. She had taken them up to the roof and hidden them under the stalks of flax she had laid out on the roof. The king’s men set out and pursued the spies on the road that leads to the fords of the Jordan and as soon as the pursuers had gone out, the gate was shut. Rahab has just covered up for the spies and put her own life on the line by lying to the king of Jericho, misdirecting the men looking for the spies. The question it raises is why. Why would Rahab do this at great risk to her own life? Why does she betray the king of Jericho and to her fellow countrymen? Look at verses 8-9. “Before the spies lay down for the night, she went up on the roof and said to them, ‘I know that the LORD has given you this land and that a great fear of you has fallen on us, so that all who live in this country are melting in fear because of you.” Think about that for a moment. A prostitute has just saved the lives of the spies and is actually confirming the word of the LORD that God had given to Joshua in chapter 1. She uses the covenant name of God, Yahweh, the name that God gave to Moses at the burning bush; I am who I am. The capital LORD is Yahweh. Rahab uses this name as though she recognizes Yahweh. Now there were a multitudes of gods worshipped in her society but something about Yahweh has stuck out to her. She heard about what God had done. Look at verse 10. “We have heard how the LORD dried up the water of the Red Sea for you when you came out of Egypt, and what you did to Sihon and Og, the two kings of the Amorites east of the Jordan, whom you completely destroyed.”

She goes on to say the effect it had on her people. Look at verse 11. “When we heard of it, our hearts melted in fear and everyone’s courage failed because of you, for the LORD your God is God in heaven above and on the earth below.” Think about that for a moment. In the 40 years that Israel was wandering in the desert, word about what God had done in Egypt had spread. God had told Moses that this would happen, that his name would become known throughout the whole world through the mighty acts of judgment that he carried out against Pharaoh and the Egyptian army at the Red Sea. God has already gone ahead of Joshua into the promised land and prepared the way the Canaanites have heard of the name of the LORD. But Rahab hasn’t just heard about him; she has clearly believed the word of the LORD and put her faith in him. Look at what she says: “The LORD your God is God in heaven above and on the earth below,” namely, “He is a different type of God than I have ever experienced in my life.” Rahab is telling the Israelite spies that everything God told them is true. They are being provided the greatest confirmation that anybody could be given. Your own enemies are saying, “We know the LORD has given you the land and everybody is terrified. There is no courage in this city.” She uses the covenant name of God four times in her discourse with the spies. Rahab believes the word of the LORD; she has as much faith, maybe even more faith than Joshua and the rest of the Israelites. She trusts God so much that she stakes her future and the future of her family on the line. Look at verses 12-13. “Now then, please swear to me by the LORD that you will show kindness to my family, because I have shown kindness to you. Give me a sure sign that you will spare the lives of my father and mother my brothers and sisters, and all who belong to them—and that you will save us from death.”

[bookmark: _GoBack]She trusts his name to protect her. Her faith is actually in the power of the name of the LORD. She knows that if these spies break this pledge, God will deal with them just as severely as he dealt with the Egyptians at the Red Sea. Rahab has risked everything for her faith and the spies confirm her oath in verse 14, “‘Our lives for your lives!’ the men assured her. ‘If you don’t tell what we are doing, we will treat you kindly and faithfully when the LORD gives us the land.’” So she let them down by a rope through the window, for the house she lived in was part of the city wall. Rahab gives them a plan to escape. “Go hide in the hills for three days until the men return, and you can return back to Joshua.” Look at verses 17-18. “Now the men had said to her, ‘This oath you made us swear will not be binding on us unless, when we enter the land, you have tied this scarlet cord in the window through which you let us down, and unless you have brought your father and mother your brothers and all your family into your house.” Rahab agreed and she tied the scarlet cord in the window. Many commentators believe the scarlet color is a deliberate symbol for the blood of the Passover Lamb. It stands as a fitting symbol of Christ’s blood, which turns away the wrath of God. From Rahab’s perspective, however, the significance of the scarlet cord was nothing mysterious. It was a simple, practical emblem suited to mark her window discreetly so that her house would be easily distinguishable from the rest of the houses in Jericho.

The spies returned to Joshua brimming with confidence, and they basically echoed Rahab’s words. Look at what they said in verse 24. “The LORD has surely given the whole land into our hands; all the people are melting in fear because of us.” This marks the beginning of Joshua’s conquering the promised land. In chapter 6, we see the story of how the Israelites conquered Jericho. They marched around the city once a day with all the armed men for six days. But on the seventh day, they marched around the city seven times, and when they heard trumpet blasts, they were to shout. Then the wall of the city would collapse. I wonder what that was like for the people living inside of Jericho as they watched this army march around one time, and go home and then do it on day two and day three where more and more people standing on the wall watching this army march around. Maybe they were full of confidence at that moment. Maybe they were thinking to themselves, “We have got double walls; we got fresh water and tons of food. These guys cannot attack this city. Surely their god can overthrow Pharaoh but their god can’t take this city.” Then on the seventh day as the Israelites marched around and around, so many people were standing on the wall watching this spectacle, thinking to themselves, “These guys have lost their minds; they are just wasting all their energy marching around.” Maybe even some of the Israelites also began to doubt. Then when the trumpet sounded, the army shouted and the wall collapsed, so everyone charged straight in and they took the city. Many theologians believe that the top wall of the city collapsed and fell into the retaining wall below it, creating the perfect siege ramp for the Israelites to charge up into Jericho. Rahab’s house was a part of the wall. On that day when they witnessed the wall collapse, but oddly there was one section of wall that was still standing, and hanging from the window of that wall was a scarlet cord. It was Rahab’s house untouched with collapsed walls all around Jericho. Rahab had placed her faith in the name of the Lord to rescue her and God protected her and preserved her and her family. Certainly Joshua and the entire army of Israel recognized God’s hand of preservation upon Rahab. God has miraculously spared the life of this Canaanite woman with a questionable past. 

Many theologians believe that one of the spies may have been Salmon. He is from the tribe of Judah. He is listed in the genealogy of Jesus Christ in Matthew chapter 1. Salmon sees Rahab’s faith. He doesn’t simply see a Canaanite woman with a questionable past but he sees a woman who loves God and fears God in a way that maybe he has never witnessed before. He was captivated by her faith and takes her to be his wife. God determines on that day that this woman would forever be included in his promise to redeem the world. She became the great-great grandmother of King David, and she was included in the genealogy of Jesus. It is there that Rahab takes her place in the scarlet thread of redemption that runs throughout the Old Testament and leads to the Messiah. The fact that Rahab is listed in Matthew’s genealogy is a reminder that God doesn’t simply see our past when we place our faith in him. He sees past our sins into what he will transform us into. It doesn’t matter how messed up your life is up to this point; it doesn’t matter the things that have been a part of your life, the sins that you have committed, if you call on the name of the Lord and place your faith in the name of the Lord. God can rescue anyone, and he can redeem you and he can make you a part of his redemptive purposes if you believe.

As you read through the New Testament, you begin to realize that Rahab was a giant of faith in the early church. She is listed in Hebrews chapter 11, the hall of fame of faith. The author is talking about how we are surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses and starts recalling all the famous stories of the Old Testament and Rahab is listed there. In the book of James, James uses Rahab as an example of faith and lists her beside Abraham as an example to follow. James 2:25 says, “In the same way, was not even Rahab the prostitute considered righteous for what she did when she gave lodging to the spies and sent them off in a different direction?” Bible authors keep emphasizing that Rahab was a prostitute. Is it to drag her name in the mud or to humiliate her? No. It is to emphasize God’s amazing grace. In that culture, if you were once a prostitute, you are forever a prostitute. There is no redemption. You are forever branded as a sinner, an unrighteous person. But James says that Rahab is righteous. Rahab became righteous when she believed in God. When we place our faith in God, he doesn’t leave us in our sins. He comes in and he redeems us, he transforms us, and he takes us to be his bride.

God placed the prostitute Rahab in his plan to bring his Son into the world. Rahab is extraordinary because she received extraordinary grace. There is no need to reinvent her past to try to make her seem less of a sinner. The disturbing fact about what she once was simply magnifies the glory of extreme grace, which is what made her the extraordinary woman she became. 

Big Idea: God’s grace made the prostitute righteous




