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SEEK HIS KINGDOM
July 17, 2022
Luke 12:22-34
Key Verse 12:31 – “But seek his kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well.”
As we have studied throughout Luke Chapter 12, Jesus gives His disciples and the assembled crowd a series of warnings; against hypocrisy (12:2), disowning Jesus (12:9), blaspheming the Holy Spirit (12:10), and as we witnessed last Sunday, against greed in all its forms (12:15). In today’s passage, Jesus connects greed to something else that while on the surface looks opposite to it but upon closer inspection stem from the same root; worry. Most of us are familiar with this teaching in the context of Jesus' Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 6:25-34) and the overall meaning is essentially the same. But Luke's version of Jesus' core teaching is just enough different that it is worth studying again (it was probably delivered on a different occasion). So let us explore the richness of this passage with a fresh set of eyes.
Look at verse 22, “Then Jesus said to his disciples: “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat; or about your body, what you will wear.”” Anytime you hear Jesus say “therefore” you have to go and look at what He said “be-fore.” Jesus told the parable of the rich fool who, in his greed and self-obsession, was only concerned about storing up his wealth and living an easy life. Yet God struck him down that very night because of how he failed to be rich toward God… the very Person who blessed him with all that wealth to begin with (12:21-22). It is a reminder to us that all things, even our very lives, are given to us by God and that we should be using them for His purposes over our own. However, isn’t Jesus going a little too far in verse 22? Isn’t it somewhat reckless to not care about your life or the life of those around us? Isn’t it dangerous to ignore our bodies’ most basic needs such as food and protection? In our modern English, when we say, “Don’t worry,” we usually mean statements “Don’t worry; be happy. Don’t you worry ‘bout a thing. Hakuna Matata (it means “No Worries”)!” So is Jesus telling us to ignore our problems because, like all these phrases suggest, life or “the universe” will simply take care of itself and us?
To answer these questions, we need to examine the meaning of the word "worry.” The Greek word used here (merimnaō) is translated as "have anxiety, be anxious, be [overly] concerned." Instead of warning us about not caring or being indifferent, Jesus warns us against caring far too much… because at a certain point, it will have the opposite effect of what we desire. We will dig deeper into why this is the case later in the message.
Jesus tells us not to worry and, more importantly, He gives us the reason why in verse 23; “For life is more than food, and the body more than clothes.” For people in Jesus’ time, this was unthinkable. They lived in a society that was heavily based on farming and crafting things by their own hands. They didn’t have all the luxuries we do where we can throw away almost as much food as we eat or look through an entire wardrobe of clothing and lament, “I’ve got nothing to wear!” Furthermore, we have been trained to think about our life in very materialistic terms by our modern day consumeristic society. We are bombarded with advertisements showing us images of the trendiest fashions, the coolest gadgets and the fanciest dinners because that is how we should define our lives and show ourselves off to the world. We are trained to believe our lives are worthless without them and place so much of our money, time and energy into gaining these things. But Jesus’ words are timeless. His words on the value of our lives are as relevant now as they were back in the 1st Century. Our lives do not consist in the abundance of our possessions (12:15). Our lives are worth so much more than all these. 
However, it is not only material things we worry about. Just from our church prayer list, I know so many things we are currently worrying about. We've had a number of us catch Covid-19 over the last few weeks on top of several loved ones having major ongoing health issues. Some are worrying over finding a job or succeeding in their studies. We have parents worrying about their kids, couples trying to have kids and people just hoping to get married in the first place… all of this while simultaneously trying to navigate the crazy times that we are living in and the uncertain future ahead of us. Yet still, Jesus teaches us not to worry and that our lives are far more important than all these things. Why? Because the problem of worry is a problem of faith.
There is a wonderful presentation that Emerald shared in Discord as part of a series on Biblical counselling. The presentation is entitled “Anger, Worry & Fear” and it explores the different ways these three emotions manifest themselves in our lives, the Christian way to view these emotions and how God enables us to overcome them. At the heart of worry, anxiety and fear is unbelief i.e. we struggle to trust God's faithfulness and His innumerable promises to provide everything we really need in life. Jesus later on states this very directly at the end of verse 28. Worrying can even be an idol to us because we place whatever we are worrying about ahead of God. Hence why Jesus connects this teaching to His earlier parable on greed; both stem from a sense of lack or not having enough and are firmly rooted in our unbelief. Instead of trusting that God is in control of life's situations, worrying gives us the illusion that by thinking a lot about our problems, we are somehow in control of them… or at the very least “doing something” about them. But as one pastor humourously put it, worrying is like a rocking chair; it gives you something to do but doesn't get you anywhere! So how do we overcome worry and be able to go forward when we encounter such challenges in life? By giving all these things over to God.
Look at verse 24, "Consider the ravens: They do not sow or reap, they have no storeroom or barn; yet God feeds them. And how much more valuable you are than birds!" In Matthew's Gospel, Jesus uses sparrows as His example probably due to how small, common and cute people find them to be. But here, Jesus asks His disciples to consider ravens; birds that were considered unclean under Jewish law and generally despised as bad omens (Deuteronomy 14:14). Yet God takes remarkable care of ravens too. God Himself used the feeding of ravens as a symbol of His provision when He revealed Himself to Job (Job 38:41). God even used ravens to bring bread and meat to Elijah daily as Elijah was a fugitive in the desert (1 Kings 17:2-6). The fact that ravens have no storerooms or barns is a direct comparison to the rich fool in last week’s passage. So if God can do all this for a raven, imagine what He can do for you who are made in His image and bear the likeness of Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 15:49)? If He can feed the lowly ravens, imagine how He will feed and sustain you as the Bread of Life (John 6:35)?
Furthermore, Jesus asks His disciples to consider the wild flowers (27-28). Though they cannot fashion clothing for themselves, God clothes them with beauty and that even surpasses the splendour of Israel’s wealthiest king. So once again, if God can do this for the wildflowers, imagine what it will be like when He fully clothes you in His righteousness and crowns you with His glory (Isaiah 61:10, 1 Peter 5:4)? 
God graciously offers all these things to us… but because of worry, we become so preoccupied with how big our problem is instead of thinking about how great our God is. This why Jesus points out the uselessness of worrying in verses 25 and 26; “Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to your life? Since you cannot do this very little thing, why do you worry about the rest?” Worrying will literally shorten your life as numerous studies cite anxiety and stress as some of the highest risk factors for all kinds of diseases because of how they weaken our immune systems. So if you find yourself falling sick or experiencing some kind of chronic condition, you may want to take a closer look at your overall stress levels and give those things you are worrying about over to Jesus, our Great Physician.
Now that Jesus has gone through His many reasons for us not to worry, let us turn all our attention to what He wants us to do instead. Let us read our key verse for today’s passage, “But seek his kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well” (31). What does Jesus mean by this? Let us first look at the two verses that precede verse 31; “And do not set your heart on what you will eat or drink; do not worry about it. For the pagan world runs after all such things, and your Father knows that you need them.” (29-30) The phrase “set your heart on” is the Greek word “zēteō” which can also mean “seek, fixate or look for.” This tells us that we don’t need to obsess over earthly things because our Heavenly Father already knows we need them and will graciously supply them to us. Rather than seeking the things of this world, we as Jesus’ disciples are called to seek His kingdom. And while doing so, we’ll get food, clothes and all the essentials of life thrown in as a bonus! But what does it mean to seek His kingdom?
It can mean so many things but to make it simple, let us think about it in two ways; seek God and make God’s business your business too. Jesus is our divine example as we see in John 5; “My Father is always at his work to this very day, and I too am working… because whatever the Father does the Son also does” (John 5:17,19). Jesus’ whole life revolved around doing the work of God by preaching the Gospel of forgiveness and the grace of salvation. In all things, Jesus sought to please God by obeying Him wholeheartedly not out of blind obligation but out of undying love. Because of this, Jesus had an intimate relationship with God that helped Him overcome all the worries, hardships, the temptations of life and even death itself. As Jesus’ disciples, we too share in the work of God by preaching that same Gospel in both word and deed to all creation (Mark 16:15). We are called to focus our thoughts, longings and prayers in service of God’s Kingdom. For God promises when we take care of His business, He’ll surely take care of yours.
If you want to know how to seek God’s kingdom, then ask yourself these questions; as I go about my daily life, do I make God my #1 priority? Do I carve out time to spend with God in prayer or in His Word? Do I work as hard as I can in whatever area I am in because I serve a Heavenly Master? Do I serve others with Christ-like love or am I more interested in how they can ultimately serve me? Does my life revolve around Christ or does Christ revolve around me? If we are more occupied with establishing our own kingdom than serving Jesus in His kingdom, then all we are left with are the worries, fears and anxieties. But if our thoughts, our actions and our prayers focus on Jesus and His kingdom, then we have the blessed assurance that God will “meet all your needs according to the riches of his glory in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:19).
[bookmark: _GoBack]Jesus adds to this in verse 32; “Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom.” Notice how Jesus is mixing metaphors. Why is Jesus putting sheep, a father and a kingdom all in the same sentence? By calling us His little flock, Jesus is reminding us that He is our Good Shepherd (Psalm 23, John 10:1-18). Sheep never have to worry about anything so long as their shepherd is there as Psalm 23:1 declares, “The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing.” To lack nothing and want nothing is to worry about nothing. And even when we walk through the valley of death, we fear nothing… not because we aren’t afraid of death or that God magically makes all our problems go away but simply because He is there with us. Next is being given the kingdom. We do not have to earn our way into the kingdom for God freely gives the kingdom to us. In fact, He is filled with delight in doing so. However, for a Father to give you the kingdom means that your Father is also the King and the Lord of your life. By incorporating Shepherd, Father and King, Jesus demonstrates how much we are cared for and protected in Him.
Jesus goes on in verses 33 and 34, “Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will never fail, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” Because we are often “possessed by our possessions”, Jesus encourages us to sell them and give to the poor because whatever we do for those less fortunate, we do it to Christ as well (Matthew 25:34-40). By doing this we are “investing in the Kingdom of God.” Unlike your RRSP or your stock options, this will be a treasure that neither thief, nor moth, nor market crash and no recession can ever destroy! 
Personally, this passage came at a very appropriate time for me. It has been so hard to keep my heart away from worry over the last few months because of many things going on in life like the summer conference, trying to grow my family with Emerald, all the hurdles we had to jump for her NCLEX and PR applications and all the ramifications be they financial, logistical, emotional and most importantly, spiritual. However, this passage is a reminder that my life is more than these. Worrying over these things won’t add any more years to my life or make the office workers work any faster. Instead, I should remember that I am valued and taken care of by God. That Emerald is protected and treasured by Christ. And that when the anxiety rises and the problems feel overwhelming, all I have to do is seek Jesus who is right there with me.
In conclusion, Jesus closes out this passage with an eternal truth; your heart will naturally go to whatever you set it upon. Set it on the things of this earth and it will eventually perish for this world is fading away and we can’t take any of it with us. But if you set your heart on Christ, you’ll have all of Heaven and eternity thrown in as well. Jesus is the answer and cure to all our worries. All He asks for us to do is seek Him, treasure Him and He will always be right there with us.
BIG IDEA: When We Truly Have Christ, We Have No Room For Worries!
