3

PUT GOD’S WORD INTO PRACTICE
Luke 8:16-25
Key Verse 8:21 – “He replied, “My mother and brothers are those who hear God’s word and put it into practice.””
In today’s passage, Jesus builds on the parable of the sower by encouraging His disciples to put God’s word into practice. Over the course of three seemingly unrelated events, Jesus demonstrates how to overcome the three major obstacles we face in living out the word of God fully; internal (what is happening inside us), relational (our relationships with people) and circumstantial (what is happening all around us). I pray that we seriously consider how we listen to His word with an absolute intention to obey Him.
Look at verse 16, “No one lights a lamp and hides it in a clay jar or puts it under a bed. Instead, they put it on a stand, so that those who come in can see the light.” This verse will sound familiar to those who attended the 2022 Canadian Discipleship Conference six weeks ago with the theme being “Salt & Light.” Over the duration of the conference we learned how being a disciple of Jesus is our greatest calling in life. We also learned practical ways of how to be His disciples in difficult situations. However, notice how Jesus goes right from explaining the meaning of the parable of the sower (8:4-15) and starts talking about lamps and light. Jesus is clearly connecting these two illustrations together but what point is He trying to make here?
Like the seeds sown by the sower, light also represents the word of God. The very first words spoken by God in the whole Bible are “Let there be light” (Genesis 1:3). Furthermore, Psalm 119:105 proclaims that the word of God “is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path.” God’s word has two functions. The first is to illuminate everything. Have you ever tried walking across a space without the aid of lights? Even if it’s a space you know like the back of your hand (e.g. your own home), it becomes a whole lot harder when doing it in total darkness. All those steps you could confidently take in full stride suddenly become much smaller and reaching out with your hands fills you with fear of knocking something over. Yet it only takes a little bit of light to brighten up that space, allowing you to freely and safely move around. God’s word does the same in the context of our own lives. Without His light, we spend our lives fumbling around in the darkness with no sense of direction, never knowing where the dangers lie and paralyzed by the fear of what we will run into… or worse, what will run into us! Amazingly, the word of God has the power to free us from that darkness because in Him is the light of all mankind (John 1:1-4). Jesus gives us His wonderful reassurance that He is the light of the world and that whoever follows Him will never walk in darkness (John 8:12). Jesus lights up our lives, showing us the way to God. He shows us all the dangers along the way and keeps us moving along the right path. So, shouldn’t His light be something we all want and shouldn’t we do everything in our power to receive it?
Sadly, this is not always the case because of the second function of God’s word; it exposes everything. Look at verse 17, “For there is nothing hidden that will not be disclosed, and nothing concealed that will not be known or brought out into the open.” It is reminiscent of an old story about a wealthy businessman who on his travels got to try out a newly developed high-powered microscope. He was so amazed by the entirely new world revealed to him under the microscope that he instantly bought one and shipped it home with him so he could look at all kinds of things. One day as he was about to eat dinner, he decided to look at some uncooked rice under the microscope. To his horror, he saw all kinds of tiny creatures crawling all over the rice. But instead of throwing out the bad rice, in his anger the businessman smashed the microscope into a thousand pieces. It makes no sense, yet we do the same thing with God’s word all the time!
Jesus takes His light and shines it in all the deep, dark corners of our hearts for us to see… and we don’t like what we find there. Secret sins aren’t secret anymore. Hidden desires no longer hidden. Our habits, attitudes and even our thoughts are all laid bare before Christ and this terrifies us to the point where we actively hide from the light (Genesis 3:8-10, John 3:19-20). God’s word is supposed to penetrate our hearts, making judgment on everything we have stored in there and convicts us of our sins (Hebrews 4:12). Yet we try to hide in the darkness by either rejecting His word or twisting it to serve our own desires. Even if we are able to hide all these things from other people, we can’t hide them from God. This is why the first great obstacle in putting God’s word into practice is internal. Jesus teaches us to “consider carefully HOW you listen.” So how exactly do you respond to God’s word? Are you “selectively hearing” the word of God for the bits you agree with or are you listening to His word in its fullness? When you hear God’s word, do you let it convict you and apply it to yourself? If we don’t have an absolute attitude toward His word, then even the little bit of it we have will be taken away (Luke 8:12-14, 18). Cover up any flame long enough and you’ll eventually extinguish it. So, as the old saying goes, you gotta use it or lose it!
The second major obstacle in putting God’s word into practice is relational. Look at verses 19 and 20, “Now Jesus’ mother and brothers came to see him, but they were not able to get near him because of the crowd. Someone told him, “Your mother and brothers are standing outside, wanting to see you.”” Because of His mission work and sky-rocketing popularity, even Jesus’ own family had trouble getting close. On the surface, it seems like a great thing that Jesus’ family desperately wanted to see Him. However, when we look at this event in Mark’s Gospel, their reason for doing this was the opposite of that. They feared that Jesus had gone crazy because of all the controversial things He said and wanted to take charge of Him for His own safety (Mark 3:21). Now, they likely had the best of intentions but what they didn’t know is that they failed to understand God’s intention for Jesus as shown by our key verse for today’s passage. I count myself truly blessed that I come from a family who helped me believe in Jesus and supported me in growing as His disciple even through many difficult times. It’s the greatest gift that a family can give to one other. However, not everyone has this same experience. So many people experience misunderstanding, isolation and even rejection because of having faith in Jesus. Many have lost family, friends and various other relationships because of their sincere desire to follow in Christ’s footsteps. Christ Himself is no exception to this as we have already seen throughout our study of Luke’s Gospel (Luke 4:28-29, 5:21 & 30). Which is why Jesus is the best person to ask on how to overcome this obstacle.
Let us read our key verse for this passage, “He replied, “My mother and brothers are those who hear God’s word and put it into practice.”” It is really important to remember that Jesus often reminded His followers of the Fifth Commandment; honour your father and mother (Matthew 15:4, Mark 10:19). Even as He was dying on the cross, Jesus made sure that His mother Mary would be well taken care of after His death (John 19:26-27). Clearly, Jesus is not rejecting or belittling His earthly family. Rather, Jesus expands the meaning of what it means to be members of His family. 
Jesus redefines our priorities, loyalties and ultimately, our identity. How does this happen? It is by the word of God. Those who listen to God’s word and put it into practice are Jesus’ family. Those who hear it, believe it, trust it, do it and live it are members of God’s family. Those who are willing to let the word of God shape every aspect of their lives receive the greatest privilege of all; the right to be called children of God, co-heirs with Christ and share in the richness of His heavenly glory (Romans 8:14-17). When we put His word into practice, we soon find out that the most important relationship in life isn’t your family or friends, or to your job, your social network, your ethnicity or even your nationality. What is beyond all of these is your relationship to God through Christ that we share with all our brothers and sisters in Christ. Even though we are different in ways too numerous to count, the tie that binds us all together is Jesus Christ. It’s a beautiful thing. 
But there is still one more obstacle that prevents us from putting God’s word into practice. I call it “circumstantial” or to put it in another way, life’s situations and challenges that are all around us. It is the outer ring of our concentric circle. Look at verses 22 to 24a, “One day Jesus said to his disciples, “Let us go over to the other side of the lake.” So they got into a boat and set out. As they sailed, he fell asleep. A squall came down on the lake, so that the boat was being swamped, and they were in great danger. The disciples went and woke him, saying, “Master, Master, we’re going to drown!”” What started off as a routine trip across the lake soon turned into a battle against the elements unlike anything they ever faced since they followed Jesus. Other gospels state that they spent all night trying to sail across only to be pushed back by the vicious blasts of wind. Even having professional fishermen onboard was not enough to help them out of their dire situation. They thought they were going to die… and had every reason to do so. Yet cold, wet and tired as they were they turned to a sleeping Jesus, woke Him up and cried out to Him, “Master, Master, we’re going to drown!”
Because many of us know this story so well, it is easy to look down on the disciples saying, “How could you possibly be scared? You have Jesus right there with you!” We then interpret the squall to represent the storms of life and that Jesus has the power to quieten whatever storm we face in life because He is the Creator God who has power and authority over physical creation just like He has authority over sin, sickness and spiritual powers. And your eyes probably glazed over as I just read that line because you have heard it so many times. However, I want to remind everyone that the storms in life are no trivial matter. They are very, very real. Just think of some of the storms we faced over the last few months as a church. We’ve had multiple health scares. People struggling to find employment, purpose or feel totally lost as to what their future direction should be. Worst of all, we grieved the loss of loved ones.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Out now on Netflix is a movie entitled “I Still Believe.” It’s the story of Jeremy Camp, the Christian singer-songwriter, and his wife Melissa. They got engaged even though she was diagnosed with ovarian cancer and still finishing up college. Lots of people prayed for her to be healed. Miraculously, her cancer went into remission to the point where it completely vanished from the scans, allowing them to go ahead with their wedding. Yet tragedy struck once more as her cancer returned a few months later and Melissa passed away not too long after. Jeremy was so devastated by these events that he questioned God, his faith and his desire to write music anymore. However, through the word of God contained in a letter Melissa wrote for him on her deathbed, Jeremy held on to his faith God. He poured all his heart and soul into writing the song “I Still Believe,” bringing the hope of Christ to so many going through storms of their own.
Some of these storms are public and obvious. Others are raging secretly within us, unknown to everyone else around us. In verse 23, Jesus’ disciples were being swamped, overwhelmed by genuine, actual danger. Many of us feel some sense of that in our day to day life. So me simply telling you, “Don’t worry. God is Sovereign. He’s in control” will come off sounding like empty platitudes that trivialize and belittle the reality of the struggle, the pain and fear you are facing.
If you are struggling, whether right now in the future, here is the encouragement from this passage; cry out to Jesus and hold on to His word. Though their faith was far from perfect (25a), the disciples still turned to Jesus when they needed Him most. Instead of being overwhelmed by wave after wave of sorrow and despair, they looked to Jesus Christ even when all hope looked lost. Even in Jesus calming the storm and rebuking their faith, it was all done for the purpose of growing that same faith into a kind that would endure all other metaphorical storms when Jesus was no longer physically with them (Acts 5:17-42). Jesus is right here in the middle of the storm with us to not only calm the storm but also to give us the endurance to weather the storm. This is what Jesus meant by preserving back in verse 15 because real faith in Jesus does not wither in the time of testing. It is strengthened. It is deepened. And it grows into a marvellous hope in Christ that never dies (Romans 5:3-5).
In closing, let us take to heart a very practical piece of advice from the Book of James, “Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says… Whoever looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues in it—not forgetting what they have heard, but doing it—they will be blessed in what they do” (James 1:22,25). God has a word for every single aspect of the human experience. God chose to reveal Himself and speak to us through the life and teachings of Jesus Christ. No matter what season of life we are in or obstacle we face in our walk with Christ, He has a wondrous promise for us all as dearly loved members of His amazing family. It is not something that comes automatically but is steadily built up through putting His word into practice moment by moment, each and every day. So let the word of God gloriously shine from within you. Let His word be your lighthouse as you navigate through the darkest storms of life. And never forget that through everything, He is right there with you both now and forever (Deuteronomy 31:8, Romans 8:38-39).
BIG IDEA: Put God’s Word Into Practice
