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JESUS THE HORN OF SALVATION 
(The Song of Zechariah)
November 28, 2021                                 

Luke 1:57-80                                                                                                                                Key Verse 1:69, “He has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant David.”

Today’s passage is about the song of Zechariah after he named his son John as the angel of God instructed. In his song, Zechariah is filled with the Holy Spirit and he prophesies. When he was filled with the Holy Spirit, his song of praise was not focused on his own son John but mainly on the Messiah who was coming after John and when he prophesied the Messiah, he used two unique metaphors describing the Messiah: the horn of salvation and the rising sun. The main job of the horn of salvation is to save his people from the hand of their enemies to enable them to serve God without fear in holiness and righteousness. The main job of the rising sun is to drive out all the darkness and the shadow of death from their hearts and to guide their feet into the path of peace. In your life is there a song of praise because of God’s salvation like Zechariah? If so, then you are truly a blessed person. If not, this is the time for you to know that God sent his Son Jesus the promised Messiah as the horn of salvation to save you from the hand of your enemy Satan and to guide you into the path of peace because the horn of salvation Jesus is also the rising sun to you. May God bless each of us to accept Jesus and experience his saving grace and healing power newly through today’s message. Amen. 

First, Zechariah named his son John, not Zechariah Jr. (57-66) As we studied, Zechariah had a childless problem which made him very fatalistic. Nevertheless, he kept the life of faith to the end in that unbelieving generation. Then God blessed his family. Elizabeth gave birth to a son as the angel had said. Her neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown her great mercy, and they shared her joy. It is a beautiful thing to share our life whether we are in joyful time or sorrowful time because by sharing our life in such a way we can build up a beautiful and loving community in God. 

According to the Jewish custom, on the eighth day, they came to circumcise the baby. Circumcision was a ceremony held to consecrate and dedicate a boy’s life to God. During the ceremony, they also named the baby before God. Their relatives were sure to name the baby after his father Zechariah: “Zechariah Jr., the blessed one” (59). But his mother spoke up and said, “No! He is to be called John” (60). They wondered and said, “There is no one among your relatives who has that name” (61). Then, they turned to Zechariah to ask his opinion on this. Since Zechariah was made dumb because he had not believed the angel’s words (20), they spoke to him in sign language in order to figure out his opinion (62). Zechariah asked for a writing tablet and wrote, “His name is John” (63). Everyone was astonished by the old couple’s wonderful coworking in naming their son. By naming their son John, Zechariah and Elizabeth-both of them showed their absolute faith and obedience to God and they accepted God’s plan for their son absolutely. When Zechariah showed his absolute faith and obedience to God by dedicating his son to God, his mouth was immediately opened and his tongue was loosed and he began to speak praising God (64). The neighbors were filled with awe, and throughout the hill country of Judea people were talking about all these things (65), because they could definitely sense God’s almighty hand was working with the child and his family. So, they asked each other, “What then is this child going to be?” The author Luke comments: “For the Lord’s hand was with him” (66). When two old people kept the life of faith and obeyed God’s word in detail, God’s mighty hand was with them and their son John. 

Second, Zechariah’s song (67-80) After Zechariah’s mouth was opened and his tongue was loosed, when he began to speak, his speaking was not just mere ordinary speaking about his good feeling after a long time (9 to 10 months) of dumb training. He was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied. His first word was, “Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, because he has come to his people and redeemed them.” By the help of the Holy Spirit, through his son John’s birth, Zechariah began to realize what an amazing work of God was happening. It was “God himself has come to his people.” Here “has come” literally means, “has visited.” Throughout thousands of years through his holy prophets of long ago God had promised and prophesied that he would send the Messiah who would save us from our sins. In order to fulfill this promise, God began to call one man Abraham and from him God formed Israel and he did many things to help them to be a kingdom of priests and a holy nation including Exodus, giving them Ten Commandments and other laws and regulations, wilderness training, conquering the promised land, sending Judges and King David and prophets. All these works of God were fundamentally the preparation to send the Messiah. Despite all these works of God, his people Israel was not faithful to God. So in light of their unfaithfulness, God didn’t have to keep his promise to send the Messiah. But it was God’s mercy alone that in spite of all their rebellion and unfaithfulness, God finally kept his promise by sending his Son Messiah. The reason of the Messiah’s coming was to redeem them. “Redeem” means “buy back by paying the price.” Until the Messiah come and redeem us, no matter how our outward human condition is good or not, our spiritual state is the slavery to sin and Satan since our first man Adam sinned against God. The wage of our sin is death. So in order to free us from the slavery to sin, only sinless person had to pay the wage of our sin-death. This means in order to redeem us from our slavery to sin, the Messiah had to die in our place. In short, the Son God the Messiah came to us to die for us in our place. This is our Savior- the powerful king of salvation who is able to defeat our enemy. 

So Zechariah describes the Messiah as “the horn of salvation.” In the bible, “horn” symbolizes, “strength, power, and glory or a strong king.” In the bible, we can see two kinds of horns: one is the horn of salvation, and the other, the horn of Satan. The horn of salvation refers to the Messiah the strongest king or the emblem of the glory and power of Almighty God. The horn of Satan is the power of sin and death. Jesus came to this world as the horn of salvation to destroy the horn of Satan. 

According to Revelation 12:3, Satan is described as an enormous red dragon with seven heads and ten horns. This doesn’t mean Satan literally has seven heads and ten horns but symbolically this means he is super smart and clever and powerful so that he can easily deceive and destroy us. Once Satan impales a man through his deadly fearsome horn, it leaves him in a deadly critical condition throughout his lifetime. The Bible says our real enemy is not flesh and blood but Satan (devil) who is always prowling around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. Satan’s strongest weapon is to plant fear; fear of death into us. Satan does not always appear to us as a horrible and fearsome figure, as T.V. or media often depicts. Rather he appears in a very attractive beauty or angelic face. That’s why the first woman Eve in the garden of Eden was deceived by Satan and disobeyed God’s word and caused the first man Adam to disobey, too. In Romans 1:29-31, we can see many kinds of ugly people; the wicked, the evil, murderers, sexually degraded people, inventors of evildoing, and senseless, heartless, ruthless people. These are pictures of people impaled by the horn of Satan. But praise God, for he has raised up a horn of salvation to crush the horn of Satan and rescue us from the horn of Satan.

The reason and purpose of why God saves us from the horn of Satan through our Savior the horn of salvation is to enable us to serve him without fear in holiness and righteousness before him all our days.” Man’s true value and true happiness comes when we are able to serve God without fear in holiness and righteousness because we were created in the image of holy God. The horn of salvation Jesus restores such happy and valuable life by enabling us to serve God without fear in holiness and righteousness. 

In verses 76 and 77, Zechariah shortly mentions his son that he will be called a prophet of the Most High; for he will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for him, to give his people the knowledge of salvation through the forgiveness of their sins. Though he mentioned his son’s life very shortly, his son’s mission will be very important because he will prepare people’s hearts to accept the way for the Lord. As Zechariah prophesized, when John the Baptist grew up and started his public mission life, he mainly focused on the message of repentance to help his people to receive the forgiveness of sins from the Messiah which is the core knowledge of salvation. 

Lastly, in verses 78 and 79, Zechariah prophesizes that because of the tender mercy of our God, the Messiah will come like the rising sun from heaven to shine on those living in darkness and in the shadow of death to guide their feet into the path of peace. When we think about living in darkness, what idea comes to your mind? Many students think anxiety about future security is most common darkness. Yes, it is so. But when we see in a deeper level based on the bible, all human beings are existentially already in darkness when they do not live in God. When John 1:5 says, “the light shines in the darkness,” here “darkness” refers to “people.” This means that when man lives without God, he himself is already existentially darkness now matter what he does. We can deeply understand this in Genesis 2 and 3. In Genesis 2 and 3, we can see the sharp contrast between when man lived in God and when man lived without God by disobeying his command. When man and woman lived in God, they felt no shame though both of them were naked. It meant that they had full of light, freedom, peace and joy, happiness and holiness and divine love for each other with perfect unity. On the other hand, when they lived without God by violating God’s command, they immediately felt shame to themselves and no freedom, no peace, no joy, no happiness, no divine love any longer between them. Instead, sense of guilt and condemnation, fear, and shame became their character. So they made a covering and hid themselves from God in fear, not being able to approach the holy God freely any more. It was darkness. They became children of darkness. We call this man’s fall. They fell from the children of light to the children of darkness. These are all men’s inner state. Nothing and no one can drive away our such fundamental darkness; the shadow of death. As Zechariah prophesied, Jesus himself later testified in John 8:12b, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” Only Jesus the rising sun the light of the world can drive away all our darkness and the shadow of death and guides us into the path of peace and leads us to have the light of life. In his light we can find true identity, meaning of life, clear direction of life, eventually living hope of eternal life. 

Personally, I was a fatally wounded person by Satan’s horn-especially the horn of lust. It made my life suffer endlessly from shame, fear, low-self-esteem, guilty conscience, and sense of condemnation from myself and people. Outwardly I was a hard-working honor student but inwardly I was not a normal person but horribly dirty and deeply sin-sick person. To make my story short, I will not share all the crazy horrible things I did but the point is that I committed many horribly dirty sins because I was a slave of lust impaled by Satan’s horn of lust. My inner soul had no freedom, no peace, and no happiness. Besides this sin of lust, I also had wounds of inferior complex and sense of failure about my life and my family and sense of being not accepted by people because I grew up in a very poor family despised by my rich and proud relatives and I couldn’t change myself to be better person. Because of all these suffering I had a longing desire to be saved but I didn’t know where the knowledge of salvation was. When I was a college student, God had a mercy on me and he visited me through a senior high school alumnus. He invited me to UBF bible study and through the bible study, I came to know the knowledge of salvation. It was Jesus the horn of salvation and the rising sun. God blessed me to confess all my sins in the light of God and healed my sin of lust and other inner wounds through the knowledge of Jesus the horn of salvation and the rising sun and gave me an eternally blessed life of serving God without fear in holiness and righteousness all the days of my life. Praise Jesus!

In conclusion, today we learned Jesus our Messiah is the horn of salvation who saves us from the hand of our enemy the horn of Satan and enables us to serve God without fear in holiness and righteousness. Also, Jesus our Messiah is the rising sun who drives away all our darkness and shadow of death from our life and guides us into the path of peace. May God bless each of us to accept Jesus newly and experience his saving grace and healing power and grow in knowing him more and more! Amen.

Big Idea: Jesus the horn of salvation enables us to serve God without fear in holiness and righteousness!

