Let’s be one team in Jesus!
Philippians 2:1-11 
Key verse 2:2 “then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and purpose.”
In last week’s passage, Paul encourages to conduct ourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ.  To Paul, such a life is to stand firm in one spirit and to contend as one man for the faith of the gospel without being frightened. We, Christians, are one team for the gospel of Jesus.  1 Corinthians 12:27 says, “Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.” Our team’s name is Church, the body of Christ. Then, how can we be one team? It is because we have a common factor, which is Jesus Christ. 
Look at verse 1. “Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion,” This verse tells how much blessed the Philippians are! The word “if” does not imply uncertainty, but is based on the assumption that they had all such blessings. They were the gentiles who did not belong to God’s covenant. Many of them had lived a life without hope. Some of them were tortured by evil spirits. Some of them were groaning under the oppression of sins. One day, the light of the gospel shone to them. They got to know God’s love for them through Jesus Christ. They became God’s children and God’s spirit was dwelling in them. They abandoned all sinful life styles and they were clothed with tenderness and compassion. They became truly new creations in Jesus. They are the members of church, the body of Christ. 
Every team or organization has a clear goal or purpose. For example, every major league baseball team really desire to win the World Series. They invest a tremendous amount of money to buy a good player.  Samsung and Apple are fighting for the first place in the smart phone industry. If we believe that we are Christians, we belong to church, the body of Christ. We are not a lone player such as a swimmer or a car racer or a figure skater but a team player such as a baseball player or a soccer player. To advance the gospel, we should work together as a team. Right now, we are sitting together and worshiping together. Some of you did not think that these guys are your teammates! Please look around and check out your teammates!
To achieve the goal of a team, the team should have team spirit. Here, let’s take a look at the definition of team spirit in Oxford English Dictionary.
Team spirit - feelings of camaraderie among the members of a group, enabling them to cooperate and work well together. (camaraderie - mutual trust and friendship among people who spend a lot of time together)
Also let’s look at verse 2. “then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and purpose.” We can see that verse 2 is very similar with team spirit. Verse 2 is a Christian version of team spirit. 
We can see that team spirit consists of two main factors. One is love ( camaraderie ) and the other is a common goal ( to cooperate and work well together. ) 
As we know well, our love comes from God. (1 John 4:7) God so loved the world and gave his one and only Son Jesus. Jesus also loved God and obeyed Him. Let’s look at verses 6 to 8. “Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death – even death on a cross.”  There are so many reasons why we can’t love others. We say, “He is selfish!” “He is so rude” “the man is so stingy!” “He never says sorry first!” “I don’t like her appearance or voice.” “He has no faith!” But let’s think of how God acted for the sinfulness of people! We hear many shocking, sad, hopeless or disgusting news! Instead of judging the world, God sent Jesus as the Lamb of God and poured his wrath upon Jesus. When we know Jesus’ love, there is no one we can’t love. As Paul prayed for the Philippians, let’s pray like this! “Lord, this is my prayer. I pray that my love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight!”  
Then, what is the goal of our team as church? We are called to advance the gospel. We admire Paul who gave himself to the gentile evangelism. He preached Jesus to the whole palace guard even though his body was in chain. He wrote many epistles to correct, teach and encourage the early churches in the prison cell. Not only Paul but also our church has a very great and specific mission. It is to serve UofT students with the gospel of Jesus. There are so many wandering souls in UofT. They need the good news of Jesus! Let’s pray that we may receive this vision as our life goal!
 We are called to love one another. As we know well, to love one another is a new command given to the disciples, and all believers. Sometimes we feel burdened that we should achieve many great things for the glory of God. We think that we should be an A-student, be successful in the work place. Our missionaries feel guilty about not having many one to one students. We think that when Sunday service attendees increase, God would be pleased.  But we should check whether we are obeying his new command to love one another. If we give all we possess to the poor and surrender our bodies to the flames, but have not love, we gain nothing. 
Loving one another is not just saying “Hello” “What’s up?” Love requires self-denial, devotion and attention. To love someone, we need to die to our sinful natures and give a genuine and focused attention to that person. Paul mentions selfish ambition and vain conceit as typical sinful natures that we should die to. Those who have selfish ambition want to exalt themselves pretending that they glorify God. They treat fellow Christians as a tool for their selfish ambition. A leader in church can be tempted to serve God with selfish ambition. One missionary confessed that he was not a shepherd but a wolf which devoured God’s flock. If we don’t look at people as an object of love, we will serve people with selfish ambition and they will notice it eventually. 
Vain conceit is to have a high opinion of oneself. Those who have vain conceit always look down on others and try to prove that they are the number one. They can’t co-work with others and always try to find something to complain about or someone to discredit. We should be very careful about sinful natures such as selfish ambition and vain conceit which ruins unity in church.  
On the other hand, Paul gives us two commands about how to build up team spirit through love.  Look at verse 3b and 4. “but in humility consider others better than yourselves. Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others.” Paul says that we should consider others better than ourselves. This command is really against our human nature and the world. People are always competing with one another. In school, in company, between friends and even in family! We feel like dying if someone seems better than us! 
On the other hand, we don’t compare ourselves with everyone. We compare ourselves with someone in a similar situation or with same talent. For example, I don’t compete with Sam for music because I am not music-talented.  In the Philippian church, there was conflict between two women coworkers Euodia and Syntyche. I guess that they competed to get more recognition or reputation in the church.  
Then, how can we consider others better than us? Paul says that in humility we should consider other better than ourselves. Here “humility” is the key word. There is an obvious basis why we should be humble! It is because we are forgiven sinners by God’s one-sided grace. When we remember how we were before we met Jesus, we can be humble. We cannot claim that we are better than others. Moreover, we need to know who we are! We are God’s precious children. God made us as a masterpiece which contains His image.  In God, every child is great and wonderful! Someone’s greatness or talent does not decrease our glory as God’s children. God’s richness toward his children is endless and limitless. Like five loaves and two fish, our glory as God’s children never diminish as we bless and encourage one another. When we see fellow Christians with the eyes of God, they look very precious and wonderful. We stop comparing one another. We stop judging. We begin to find his or her greatness and preciousness in Jesus.
The second command for building up Christian Team Spirit is to look to the interests of others. Did you hear of the prosperity gospel? It says that you will be very prosperous and have no problem if you believe that it would be so. But in reality, many Christians are suffering even if they are devoted to Jesus. Many people are struggling with many problems, such as financial issue, joblessness, health problem and so on. Also in St. George UBF, many of us have such problems. We are all brothers and sisters of God. We should not be indifferent to our brothers and sisters’ problems. Like the old saying “A friend in need is a friend indeed”, we can develop a good friendship in Jesus by helping out fellow believers in trouble. Don’t complain that you have no good friend! Let’s look to the interests of others first!   
Or if you don’t know what kinds of problems we have, you are more than welcome to our Friday meeting at 7:30pm! We share reflections and personal problems and pray for one another! 
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