Jesus, the evidence of God’s love!
Mark 12: 35-44
Key verse: 36 David himself, speaking by the Holy Spirit, declared: “’The Lord said to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand until I put your enemies under your feet.”’
Hello, everyone! How was your week? Last week, we learned that the greatest commandment is to love God with all our heart and with all our soul and with all our mind and with all our strength! Jesus also taught that the second greatest thing is to love our neighbors as ourselves.  Did you love your God this week? Did you love your neighbor this week? Was it successful? If so, please share your story during lunch fellowship! Or did you totally forget the message and were you busy with your life? But you’re still very welcome to share your week!
My question is that, do we truly believe that there is love in this world? From time to time, we hear amazing love stories. When there was a big earthquake in China, one mother made a place for her baby with her body so that the baby could breathe. She left a message in her cell-phone that she wished the baby might remember her love. My facebook friends post many heart-moving video. I remember one video based on a real story. One boy got caught by a pharmacist when he was stealing a medicine. The boy was stealing the medicine for his sick mom. One fish seller saw this. He paid for the medicine and gave him a bag of veggie soup and the medicine. Several decades later, the fish seller suddenly fell down and was found to have a serious disease. The fish seller was not rich.  But it turned out that his doctor was the boy to whom he gave the medicine and the soup. He treated him for free. When we hear these kinds of news or watch such heart-moving movie, we are so touched for a while but the feeling fades away soon. 
I believe we all have the deepest desire to love someone and to be loved by someone.  Some of us might ask this question very often. Is there someone who loves us for us? Is there a true love for me, for us? On the other hand God clearly commands us to love him with our whole being.  God commands us to love our neighbors as ourselves. We know that it is good to love God and people. Many people consider loving and helping people as one of the greatest virtue. But frankly speaking, we feel burdens about these commandments. We think that it is not possible to love God and our neighbors. We even don’t try to love God. We complain that God demands too much from us. We feel that we did not receive anything from God. We are hesitant to give our heart to God. 
Do you remember the conversation between Jesus and one teacher of the law last week? Today passage is related to previous passage directly, so let’s see again how Jesus helped him. He said, “Well said, teacher! You are right in saying that God is one and there is no other but him. To love him with all your heart, with all your understanding and with all your strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself is more important than all burnt offerings and sacrifices.” Then Jesus said to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.” Jesus did not say that he was in the kingdom of God. He was not far from the kingdom of God. If we are in the kingdom of God, we can love God and his people with our best!  I am sure that he had a deep agony that he could not love God with his whole being even though he knew that it was the greatest commandment. 
We can love God when we receive God’s love first. Because of God’s overflowing love upon us, we can love our neighbors. I was moved by one missionary’s testimony at the international conference this summer. When she was young, her mother was very sick. Maybe they were having a financial difficulty. Every Friday, one Christian woman gave her family a large bag full of grocery stuff and chocolate cake for two years. Her family did not go to church at that time. But the woman showed unconditional favors to them. The Christian woman passed down love she received from Jesus to the missionary family and the missionary is passing down love of Jesus to others. 
How can we receive God’s love and love him? God always loves us. Right now God is with us and pleased with us. We are always under God’s mercy, provision, protection and love! We are not dead today! We are living today by God’s mercy.  God did not take our life today but allowed one more new day!  If we look back our past life with thankful hearts, we can find God’s hand upon our lives. He protected us from many dangers. God gave us good health and intelligence. God provided us with many good chances. God covered our mistakes and shameful things and did not condemn us.  I believe that each of us has many stories of God’s love.  Let’s think about God’s love and mercy upon our lives and give thanks to God with a grateful heart!
However, the strongest evidence of God’s love is Jesus. Our English Bible lost the connection between the paragraph of the greatest commandment and the paragraph of the son of David. In the Greek text it is very clear that the two are linked together. It says, "Jesus answered as he taught in the temple, and he said to him..." (Mark 12:35a Grk). Jesus answered. Answered what? He answered the question that would be in the teacher of the law's heart: "You say that I am very close to the kingdom of God. What more is necessary?"
Jesus said, “How is it that the teachers of the law say that the Christ is the son of David?” When we hear the word “Christ”, we are automatically reminded that Christ means the Savior of the world. But the literal meaning of Christ is the anointed one.  The people of Israel had been waiting for God’s promised anointed one.  God said to David, “When your days are over and you rest with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring to succeed you, who will come from your own body, and I will establish his kingdom. He is the one who will build a house for my Name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.” The teachers of law interpreted the God’s promise to David in this way. They thought that God would send his anointed mighty king like David and establish a Super Nation like the Roman Empire. They expected that God would send them a super hero. They could not imagine that God would send his son and Christ would suffer for their sake. They did not study the word of God with great passion and sincere attitude. They studied God’s word superficially and interpreted God’s words fitting to their sinful and worldly desires.  They loved people’s respect. They enjoyed being treated as a VIP. They made a lengthy prayer for a show. They devoured widow’s houses. We can guess their value system from Jesus’ criticism on them.  Even though they were so called servants of God, they loved what this world values highly. So when they read God’s promise of Christ to David, they interpreted the promise that God would send a hero like David. 
This kind of phenomenon did not change todays. When we don’t have a correct view point of Jesus Christ, we worship or exploit Jesus to satisfy our sinful desires.  That’s why Jesus wanted to teach who Christ was correctly.   
Jesus continued, “David himself, speaking by the Holy Spirit, declared: “The Lord said to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand until I put your enemies under your feet.” David himself calls him ‘Lord.’ How then he be his son?”” Partially the teachers of the law are right by saying that Christ is the son of David since Jesus was born humanly as his descendant. However, they ignored the more important aspect of Jesus, his deity as the son of God. Jesus exposed the truth that Christ is David’s Lord by quoting Psalm 110. 
Here, we can find another secret hidden in Psalm 110. It is God’s love for us. God sent Jesus to defeat his enemies under Jesus’ feet. Here his enemies are Satan and the power of death. Jesus taught that he came to conquer his enemies under his feet. Jesus did not come to establish a super nation for Israel but defeat his enemies completely for the sake of us. Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. John 3:16 says, “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” St. Paul said, “You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die. But God demonstrated his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” (Rom 5:6-8) By ourselves, we can’t defeat Satan. By ourselves, we can’t overcome the power of sin and death. By ourselves, we can’t obey his commands and live a holy life. We were the darkness. We were the objects of God’s wrath. In a word, we were totally powerless and hopeless. By Jesus’ sacrifice of love for us, we are accepted and we are now God’s children. God demonstrated his love for us by sending his son when we were totally powerless. When we open our eyes to this spiritual truth, we can see that God loves us with his best! 
David called Christ my Lord. I believe that God taught David that Jesus would be the Savior of the world by crushing Satan. We also should honor Jesus as our Lord like David because we have the same savior and the same salvation which David foresaw. What is Jesus to you? Is he the Lord of your life? We have to remember that Jesus is the son of God. He not only died for us but also gave his life to us. God will give him the name above every name. At the name of Jesus, every knee shall bow, every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father. 
It is interesting for Mark to record an event of a poor widow’s offering. Even though she was just a poor and unknown widow, Jesus praised her greatly. Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched the crowd putting their money into the temple treasury. Many rich man people threw in large amounts. The rich enjoyed people’s attention when they poured golden coins into the treasury. The rich loved the coin entering sound. Some Pharisee hired a trumpeter to blow trumpet so that everyone could know that he offered a big money. But a poor widow came and put in two very small copper coins. Dr. Henry said that it is worth about $2 or $3 today. Even though its amount is small, that was all she had. If all we have is $3, we would probably buy a piece of bread. But she offered all she had. I think that she had many thanksgiving topics. She could offer it willingly out of thankfulness. I believe that she trusted God who feeds sparrows in the air. Or she did not care skipping a meal for one day to show her thankfulness to God. Jesus called his disciples and praised her beautiful action of love. Jesus’ comment on her teaches us what God values. God really cares our attitude and hearts toward him. As he loves us with his best, God is happy when he finds us to love him genuinely.
I guess that the disciples felt shameful when Jesus praised the poor widow. We don’t want to be a poor widow. We don’t want to be forced to trust God because we have nothing to depend on. It would be better if we can be rich and offer a big offering, isn’t it? Or even if we don’t desire money or worldly success, we may desire spiritual blessings. We want to be used by God greatly. We wish that we may bring many people to Jesus. If possible, we wish people may consider us spiritually very influential. But to God, our hearts are more important than outward achievements and successes.  We need to notice that worldly blessings or even spiritual blessings are given by God and under God’s sovereignty. But these kinds of blessings are valid only in this world. God knows his faithful children. God knows his faithful worshipers. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]We are not measured by what we have or what we have achieved. We are measured by who we are. My God so loves me! Your God so loves you!  But I pray that our love may not remain in an immature status! We need to go back to Jesus our Lord who died for our sins and gave us new life again and again! We need to practice finding God’s love and mercy upon our lives. Let’s praise his Love and faithfulness every day! Let’s seek God in our daily life! Let’s pray and fight a fight of faith so that God’s kingdom come and God will be done on earth as it is in heaven. I pray that may God pour his love upon us through the Holy Spirit and your living words so that we can be witnesses of your love and entrust ourselves to his hands fully!
   
  
