ONE THING I DO KNOW
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John 9:8-41 / Key Verse: 9:25, “He replied, ‘Whether he is a sinner or not, I don’t know. One thing I do know. I was blind but now I see!” 
Last week, we learned that Jesus opened the eyes of a man born blind. Through this Jesus taught us that whatever happens in our life and whoever we meet, we should view all things as an opportunity of displaying the work of God. Especially when we encounter seemingly bad things it is not easy to see those things as an opportunity of displaying the work of God. Often we are overwhelmed by negative and fatalistic thoughts. But that is what Jesus wants to challenge us and correct us. Those whose spiritual eyes are open can see that what Jesus teaches is right. 
Today we learn the former blind man’s life after receiving Jesus’ grace of healing. After receiving Jesus’ grace, his life didn’t go well smoothly. Instead he faced hard trials; pressure, persecution, and excommunication. In Today’s passage, let’s learn how the former blind man could persevere in such trials and how Jesus helped him to overcome his life trial. 
In verses 8-12, when the former blind man came home seeing after being healed from his born blindness, we see how his neighbors reacted to him. Verse 8 says, “His neighbors and those who had formerly seen him begging asked, ‘Isn’t this the same man who used to sit and beg?’” Some claimed that he was. Others said, “No, he only looks like him.” But he himself insisted, “I am the man.” We can imagine that when he insisted, “I am the man.” he couldn’t hide his inner overflowing joy and awesome excitement since to him, being able to see all people’s face, clean blue sky, and green trees around him was the very first experience in his life.” He must have felt like he was born again in the world indeed. His face must have looked very shiny and handsome because of his inner joy. When someone is very joyful like this man, it is good to rejoice together with him. Romans 12:15 says, “Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn.” But sadly here the former blind man’s neighbors didn’t show any gladness toward him. The former blind man insisted, “I am the man.” But they didn’t believe him and asked, “How then were your eyes opened?” 
Look at verse 11. “He replied, ‘The man they call Jesus made some mud and put it on my eyes. He told me to go to Siloam and wash. So I went and washed, and then I could see.’” He simply testified what had happened in his eyes and in his testimony he testified that it was Jesus who opened his eyes. According to Isaiah 35:5&6, opening the eyes of the blind is one of the characteristic works of Messiah. It says, “Then will the eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of the deaf unstopped. Then will the lame leap like a deer, and the mute tongue shout for joy. Water will gush forth in the wilderness and streams in the desert.” So when the former blind man’s neighbors heard his testimony about Jesus who opened his eyes, they should have praised God believing in Jesus as the Messiah whom the prophet Isaiah had already prophesied. But how did they respond to his testimony? 
In verses 12 & 13, they asked, “Where is this man?” and when he said, “I don’t know,” they brought him to the Pharisees. It was to investigate his case further. Accidently now the day on which Jesus had made the mud and opened the man’s eyes was a Sabbath. Jesus’ healing people on a Sabbath had been a hot issue among religious leaders since Jesus had healed a 38-year-invalid man on a Sabbath in John 5. To non-Jewish people keeping a Sabbath might not be a big issue. But to the Jew, it was a serious matter. The Pharisees’ original motive to keep a Sabbath was pure and good. It was to serve God better by keeping the Sabbath more strictly. So they made many regulations to enforce keeping the Sabbath. But as time passed, they lost the original spirit of the Sabbath and became legalistic. So when Jesus healed the sick on the Sabbath, they seriously began to hate and persecute Jesus. Now again it was a Sabbath on which the former blind man’s eyes were opened by Jesus. So they asked him how he had received his sight. The man simply told the facts, “He put mud on my eyes, and I washed, and now I see.”(15) Upon hearing the man’s testimony, they were divided into two groups. Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.” But others asked, “How can a sinner perform such signs? In their helplessness, the Pharisees turned to the former blind man and asked for his opinion: “What have you to say about him?”(17) He must have sensed their intention to discredit Jesus. But he said very clearly, “He is a prophet.” (17b) It means that he acknowledged that he came from God. At that moment, obviously he did not know much about Jesus. But at least he acknowledged Jesus as the one who came from God based on what he had done for him. When he acknowledged Jesus as the one who came from God, he did not give in to fear of the Pharisees. When he held on to what Jesus had done clearly, the Pharisees’ strategy to intimidate the man could not but fail. So they changed their attack to focus on his credibility as a witness. They summoned his parents and asked them, “Is this your son? Is this the one you say was born blind? How is it that now he can see?” (19) The parents should have stood on the side of truth, telling the facts of what Jesus had done for their son. They acknowledged that he was their son and that he had been born blind. But they avoided admitting what Jesus had done or who he was, saying, “We don’t know how he can see now or who opened his eyes. Ask him. He is of age. He will speak for himself.”(20-21) They did this because they were afraid of the Jewish leaders, who already had decided that anyone who acknowledged that Jesus was the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. (22-23) We can understand the fear of the man’s parents. To the Jew, being cast out of the synagogue was very serious matter. It meant loss of almost everything as a community member. 
When The Pharisees couldn’t hear any clue to discredit Jesus from the man’s parents, they summoned the man in a second attempt to oppress him more. “Give glory to God by telling the truth,” they said. “We know this man is a sinner.” (24) This time, they gave more pressure to him to agree with their opinion about Jesus. For this they even misused God’s name and misused their authority as well. They said, “We know this man is a sinner.” It was a kind of threatening that he should accept that Jesus was a sinner. But amazingly the seemingly poor former blind man was not daunted nor weakened by the wicked and forceful religious leaders at all. How did he reply? Let’s look at verse 25. “Whether he is a sinner or not, I don’t know. One thing I do know. I was blind but now I see!” (25) Wow! What a wonderful wise answer! The former blind man did not give in to pressure or fear of religious leaders. He simply stuck to one thing he knew; “I was blind but now I see.” This is undeniable evidence of God’s work. Holding on to the one thing he knew enabled him to keep his faith in Jesus despite pressure, persecution, and fear. When he held on to the one thing he knew about Jesus, the power of darkness could not overcome the light planted by Jesus in his heart. When he was very clear in holding on to one thing he knew, the Pharisees did not have anything to force him to say to discredit Jesus. Then they asked him for the stupid same question whose answer was already told.  “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes? This time, the man realized that the Pharisees were not genuinely seeking facts or truth. So he countered, in a sense, in a little bit rebuking way by saying, “I have told you already and you did not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you want to become his disciples too?” (27) Then they became very emotional and hurled insults at him: “You are this fellow’s disciple! We are disciples of Moses! We know that God spoke to Moses, but as for this fellow, we don’t even know where he comes from.”(28-29) The man answered, “Now that is remarkable! You don’t know where he comes from, yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners. He listens to the godly person who does his will. Nobody has ever heard of opening the eyes of a man born blind. If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” (30-33) When the man stood on the side of factual truth, he became wise, spiritual, strong, and courageous, free, and even funny. On the other hand, when the Pharisees tried to suppress the truth, they became emotional, foolish, abusive and violent like mafia boos. They misused their authority and threw the man out of the synagogue, saying, “You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture us.” 
Here, we learn that when we receive Jesus’ grace, it doesn’t mean that we come to live life without trials or hardship. Rather, this man faced more hardship and difficulties after he received Jesus’ grace. He was pressured, persecuted, and finally excommunicated from his own society. In this trial, how could he stand firm persevering the trial? He held on to one thing he knew; undeniable one thing done by Jesus. “I was blind but now I see.” 
However, even though he overcame the pressure and persecution from religious leaders by holding on to one thing he knew, his life would not be easy. Sticking to Jesus’ grace was costly to him. The cost for him who admitted Jesus’ grace was being excommunicated from his own community. From now on, he couldn’t get any help from his community. After being cast out of his own community, he must have felt the heavy weight of his own life wondering how he would survive. At this moment, he was very vulnerable. This was the very time that he needed help most. At this vulnerable moment, how did Jesus help him? Let’s look at verses 35-38. Jesus heard the news of his being cast out from his community. When Jesus heard the news, it was Jesus who found him first before the man found him. Our Lord Jesus is our Good Shepherd who knows his sheep’s need and takes care of him. When Jesus found him, did Jesus give many comforting words or promises for practical matter such as finding a job or future marriage? No, it was not. Jesus said to him, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” “The Son of Man” is another expression referring to “the Messiah”. Many times, Jesus referred to himself as the Son of Man meaning “the Messiah.” Jesus knew that at this vulnerable moment what he needed most was to believe in Jesus as the Messiah. The name “Messiah” means “the anointed one.” In the Old Testament, God anointed 3 persons: priest, king, and prophet. They worked everything on behalf of God between God and men. Messiah works these 3 roles in him. According to Isaiah 9:6, the Messiah is Wonderful Counsellor, Almighty God, Everlasting Father, and the Prince of Peace. In short, he does everything we need. He offers salvation, protection, future security, victory over evilness, guidance and provision during our life time, and eventually eternal life. Until now, the former blind man knew Jesus as the one who came from God as a prophet. It was a partial understanding. It was a good beginning but not complete understanding.  But knowing Jesus as the Messiah and believing in him as the Messiah is everything. Also, believing in Jesus as Messiah means that he is the only one who deserves our life-time commitment. He becomes our true object of worship and commitment; the only goal and supreme value of our life. The man asked Jesus, “Who is he, sir? Tell me so that I may believe in him.” Jesus said, “You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with you.” Then the man said, “Lord, I believe, and he worshiped him.” Here, notice that the man called Jesus “Lord.” And he worshiped him. This means that he saw God in Jesus and accepted Jesus as the Messiah. Now he came to believe in Jesus not merely as a prophet but as the Messiah; the Son of Man and in another word, the Son of God. This is the name for him enabling him to overcome the world completely and eternally. 1John 5:5 says, “Who is it that overcomes the world? Only the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God.” Jesus did not guarantee comfortable life to the man who believed in him but believing in him as the Messiah is the guarantee of overcoming the world. This is why Jesus helped him to believe in him as the Messiah most importantly above all other things. 
This is applied to each of us as well. When our life goes tough and things do not go well, we wonder where the solution for all hard life problems is. But to tell the truth, the solution for all hard life trials is to believe in Jesus as the Messiah. There is no greater thing than believing in Jesus as the Messiah. Believing in Jesus as the Messiah starts from holding on to one thing we received from Jesus; even a small thing. Everybody has at least one small thing that Jesus has done for each of us. Actually honestly speaking, in God there is no small thing. Everything that Jesus did for each of us is all great things for which we should recognize and give thanks to God. One woman missionary grew up in a very healthy and loving parents’ care. So her problem was having no problem in her life. She was an honor student and she was praised by many people around her. She was very faithful to attending a church for a long time but she knew that she had no clear confidence of God’s love personally until the time after she established a godly family and gave birth to a life. When she gave birth to a beautiful daughter and became a mother, for the first time she felt the awesome presence of Creator God very personally. So this experience became her one thing she came to know about God very personally. After holding on to this one thing she knew, she grew spiritually more and more and became a strong and mature woman of God. Some may say, “I don’t have anything that I can know, which I received from Jesus. To them, the problem is not because he or she really didn’t receive anything from Jesus but because they cannot see what they received from Jesus due to their spiritual blindness. Anyone who cannot find one thing that Jesus gave can start from the thanks of his or her own life itself that Jesus gave. Our life itself is God’s gift and anyone’s presence is neither accident nor God’s mistake but we were all purposely created by God and for God to display his glory. When we accept this one truth, we can enter the glorious kingdom of God growing in knowing Jesus more and more.
In conclusion, let’s remember one thing we know, which Jesus have done for us and believe in Jesus as the Messiah seeking him and knowing him more and more so that we may overcome all life trials and stand firm to the end until our Lord Jesus comes again in glory and honor so that we may participate in his glorious eternal kingdom forever. Amen. 
