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NEITHER DO I CONDEMN YOU
                                                                                                                                January 15, 2017
John 7:53-8:11 / key verse: 8:11, “‘No one, sir,’ she said. ‘Then neither do I condemn you,’ Jesus declared. ‘Go now and leave your life of sin.’”

Last week, we learned that Jesus promised, “Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow from within them.”(John7:38) Jesus meant the Holy Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive. In today’s passage we meet two kinds of people with two different problems. One is pointing out others’ sin and condemning others. The other is sin of adultery. To these two different problems, Jesus gives most powerful and fundamental solution. “Let any one of you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.” “Neither do I condemn you. Go now and leave your life of sin.” So, let’s learn how Jesus’ word awakens our hypocrisy and spiritual insensitivity and how Jesus’ grace of forgiveness gives us salvation; true freedom and a new holy and godly life in Christ Jesus. May God enlighten our spiritual eyes and understanding newly so that we may know the truth and grace of Jesus more deeply! 
I. the deadly consequences of sin (7:53-8:8)

Look at verse 2. “At dawn he appeared again in the temple courts, where all the people gathered around him, and he sat down to teach them.” In John’s gospel, as Jesus started his messianic work, Jesus knew that opposition was mounting against him day by day. The religious leaders were looking for any opportunity to accuse Jesus of any clue. Many people would go into hiding if they were in Jesus’ situation. But Jesus boldly went to the temple and taught the people as usual. Because Jesus knew that although many people rejected the word of God, the word of God is the life for them. Like Jesus, we also need to have confidence that the word of God is life for people and this is the reason why we should never give up in preaching and teaching the word of God in campus although many people reject it.  
Look at verses 3-5. While Jesus was teaching in the temple, he was interrupted by an unexpected disturbing scene. The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery. They made her stand before the group and said to Jesus, “Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of adultery. In the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?” Whoa, what a scandalous scene! This woman was dragged out of bed in shame and embarrassment and made to stand in public before Jesus and many people as he was teaching at the temple. It was quite a disturbing scene in holy temple. To begin with, where was the man who was equally as guilty of this crime of adultery? Why was only this woman brought in as a criminal? Many bible scholars agree that there must have been some conspiracy for this woman by religious leaders. Anyway, let’s think about the woman. How must she have felt? She was after all caught in the very act of adultery. We can imagine that she must have been terrified, for Moses’ law stipulated that adulterers must be put to death. Leviticus 20:10 says, “If a man commits adultery with another man’s wife-with the wife of his neighbor-both the adulterer and the adulteress are to be put to death.” When we talk about adultery, some people might be thinking, “Well, I have never committed adultery. So I am okay. I am not guilty of that sin.” But don’t go so fast. Even though we have not committed adultery outwardly in action, to God our inwardly lustful thinking is also considered as sin of adultery. In Matthew 5:27-28, Jesus said, “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart.” So who can claim, “I am clean and holy free from sin of adultery before the perfect and holy God?” In fact bible clearly says that we have all sinned before God and the wages of sin is death. We all deserve to be condemned by holy God. 
Verse 6 tells us the real motive of the woman’s accusers. It says, “They were using this question as a trap, in order to have a basis for accusing him.” They brought in the woman to accuse her of her sin of adultery outwardly but in fact their real interest was not the woman. It was to accuse Jesus and destroy Jesus. They were using this woman to trap Jesus. How were they trying to trap Jesus? If Jesus said, “Stone her,” he would be in trouble with the Romans, for the Jews had no right to execute anyone without a Roman trial. Also, Jesus would be violating his own teaching on love and forgiveness. But if Jesus said, “Don’t stone her,” he would be contradicting the Law of Moses, who commanded that adulterers be put to death. So either way Jesus could be in jeopardy. By asking such tricky question, they must have thought that now they had Jesus in a corner. 
But what did Jesus say? At first he said nothing. He bent down and started to write on the ground with his finger. What did he write? Many people have many guesses. But I will not guess because I don’t know exactly. But one thing is clear. Jesus deliberately did not respond immediately. I think it was to give time for them to calm down and think about what they were doing. 
But when they kept on questioning him, how did Jesus answer? Let’s look at verses 7-8. “When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, ‘Let any one of you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.’ Again he stooped down and wrote on the ground.” Wow, what a wonderful conscience-penetrating word! Jesus did not say,” Do not stone her.” Jesus did not say, “Her sin is okay.” Jesus admitted that she deserved to be stoned to death. Jesus said, “Stone her but with one condition!” “Let any one of you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.” No one could have ever said like this in human history. When they were pointing out the woman’s sin, they never thought about their own sins. When they were condemning the woman’s sin, they were acting like they were righteous men different from the woman. But by this one word, Jesus exposed the sins of her accusers. Jesus’ one word convicted them of their own sins. They were all same sinners like the woman. Look at verse 9. “At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus was left, with the woman still standing there.” Before Jesus’ word, no one could stay there holding stone to condemn her. They came to accuse Jesus but they themselves were accused by their own conscience through Jesus’ one word. Hebrews 4:12-13 says, “For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account.” Praise Jesus who reveals and awakens our hypocrisy through his word! May God help us to live before this awesome word of God examining our hearts honestly day by day so that we may live repentant life! Amen. 
II. Jesus’ amazing grace of forgiveness and a new life in him (10-11)
After all people left, Jesus was still there. Actually, Jesus was the only one who was without sin. Jesus alone was qualified to throw a stone at her. Let’s read verses 10-11. “Jesus straightened up and asked her, ‘Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you? “No one, sir,” she said. ‘Then neither do I condemn you,’ Jesus declared, “Go now and leave your life of sin.’” Here we can learn three things.
First, Jesus gave her freedom from the condemnation by people. Before declaration of his own forgiveness, Jesus asked her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?” When we commit sin, even though Jesus forgives our sin, many times we suffer from sense of condemnation by people. This is a kind of wound caused by sin. This woman committed adultery and she was dragged out of bed in unbearable shame condemned by many people publicly. How much she must have felt fear and sense of condemnation by people? Now Jesus was relieving her fear of condemnation from people by asking, “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?” The woman saw that there was no one condemning her. So she answered. “No one, sir,” Jesus helped her to confirm that there was no one who could condemn her. In this way Jesus set the ground for her not to suffer from sense of condemnation by people. Then now there is only one who can really condemn her. He is Jesus because Jesus alone is without sin. 
Second, “Neither do I condemn you.” Jesus declared, “Neither do I condemn you.” This is solemn declaration of forgiveness of sin from God our true judge. This is solemn declaration of freedom from our sins and eternal condemnation from our loving heavenly Father. Here let’s think about how Jesus could say, “Neither do I condemn you.” Jesus admitted that she deserved to be stoned to death. Then how could Jesus declare forgiveness of sins to her? To me, the best way to understand the heart of Jesus is to think of the heart of a loving father. To Jesus, she was a lost daughter. Suppose that you are parents who had a daughter. But long time ago, in some reason you lost your beloved daughter. You have made every effort to find her but you couldn’t find her. Finally one day you found her but what a shocking reality! When you found your daughter, she has become a prostitute. Without parents’ care, she had to live and survive in a cold world and she became a prostitute. Then what would you do to your daughter? Would you kick her out condemning her in a loud voice-“what a shame”? If you are a loving father, wouldn’t you embrace her even though she is a dirty sinner? Jesus did so. That was the heart of Jesus. This was the heart of our heavenly Father. This is why our heavenly Father sent his Only Son Jesus to come down into this sin-sick world. This is why Jesus was crucified on the cross in our place. Jesus cried out praying to the Father even on the painful cross, “Father, forgive them. For they do not know what they are doing.” Jesus bore our sins and humiliation and wound on the cross in our place so that we might be forgiven and accepted and healed. As a gospel song goes, “Jesus was condemned. So we were forgiven. He was rejected, so we were accepted.” “Neither do I condemn you.” is Jesus’ life-giving word for anyone who suffers from guilty conscience, fear of condemnation. Anyone who hears this Jesus’ forgiving word can find true divine love of God in it and in this love of God everyone can live victorious and beautiful life bearing fruit of God’s love; the most beautiful and precious treasure. 
Third, “Go now and leave your life of sin.” After declaring forgiveness of sins, what direction of life did Jesus give to her? Look at verse 11b again. Jesus said to her, “Go now and leave your life of sin.” After receiving forgiveness of sins, she now had freedom. With this freedom how should she live? Is she going to go back her old life style? Definitely not! She already tasted the deadly consequence of her sinful lifestyle. Jesus told her, “Go now and leave your life of sin.” Jesus’ grace of forgiveness opened her spiritual eyes. I believe that she saw God’s divine love in Jesus through his forgiveness of sins. Remembering this Jesus and his forgiveness is the source of strength enabling her to leave her life of sin and live a new life; holy and godly life in Jesus. Without God’s forgiving love we cannot live holy and godly life. But with the love of God who did not spare even his Son for us we can always become more than conquerors.
Like today’s woman caught in adultery, I was also an adulterous man. When I was a naïve young
boy, I encountered a pornographic cartoon by accident. Soon I became a slave of lustful desire. Outwardly I was a good student receiving praise and recognition from teachers and fellow friends due to my politeness and sincereness. But inwardly my conscience and heart became sin-stained. Before people’s eyes, I didn’t do wrong things because of fear of men but where nobody watched over me, my sinful lustful desire consumed my heart and mind. I was very sin-sick man with severely crooked personality because of lust, fear of condemnation from people, and low self-esteem. Finally when I was a college student, where I was living alone far from my parents, I committed adultery in a prostitute house and I lived as usual without knowing that someday I would have to give account of my sin in the light of God. I was such a wretched and miserable and terrible sinner. My dirty sin severely destroyed my inner personality even though outwardly I was an honor student. I even had no confidence whether I could marry a woman to establish a healthy and happy family. God had mercy upon such miserable and terrible sinner. God led me to study the Bible and I met Jesus and I established a godly family with a beautiful, pure, and godly woman of God. If I didn’t know Jesus’ grace of forgiveness, I can imagine how my life could have gone more miserably. But thankfully Jesus’ love of forgiveness has healed me and restored me thus far and still healing is in on-going process. My utmost desire and hope is to grow in Jesus’ love and to bear fruit of divine love for my wife, my children, and brothers and sisters in Christ and many lost souls in campus. I pray that we all may know Jesus’ grace of forgiveness more and deeper so that we may grow in the love of God. I pray in Jesus name. Amen. 
