THE KINGDOM OF GOD HAS COME
(Demolish Satan’s Stronghold)

                                                                                                                                    May 03, 2015
Luke 11:14-28

Key Verse 11:20: “But if I drive out demons by the finger of God, then the kingdom of God has come to you.”   
In today’s passage Jesus drives out a demon that was mute. This is one of the representative Messianic works. Many people are ignorant about the presence of demon and the work of demon. But in today’s passage Jesus drives out a demon and he said, “But if I drive out demons by the finger of God, then the kingdom of God has come to you.” According to the Bible, in this world there are spiritually only two kingdoms. One is the kingdom of God and the other is the kingdom of Satan and there is a constant on-going spiritual warfare between these two kingdoms. Today let’s understand the work of Satan and learn how we can demolish Satan’s stronghold and become a part of God’s kingdom.
Look at verse 14. Let’s read this verse all together. “Jesus was driving out a demon that was mute. When the demon left, the man who had been mute spoke, and the crowd was amazed.” In this verse, Jesus drove out a demon that caused a man to be mute. We cannot say that all mutenesses are caused by demons. But in today’s passage it was the case caused by a demon. And as you know, usually a mute person is also deaf. They cannot hear, thus they cannot speak, either. No human remedy can heal such person. So the crowd was amazed because they saw God in Jesus’ awesome power of casting out the demon.
This scene is one of the most beautiful pictures of Messianic work. Isaiah 35:5-6 say, “Then will the eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of the deaf unstopped. Then will the lame leap like a deer, and the mute tongue shout for joy. Water will gush forth in the wilderness and streams in the desert.”  This prophecy is applied to us both physically and spiritually. To most of us here I believe this prophecy is applied to us more spiritually. We are physically all okay. But spiritually we are blind or deaf or lame or mute in a way or in a certain degree. But when we accept Jesus, Jesus opens our spiritual eyes and enable us to see God. When we accept Jesus, he enables us to listen to him and others in a deep spiritual level. When we accept Jesus, he enables us to leap like a deer. When we accept Jesus, he enables us to speak in God’s languages which bring us and others life and joy and honor and glory to God. When these things happen, we see the kingdom of God is already in and with us. Are you enjoying this kingdom’s joy? If not, this is the time for you and this is the message for you. 
While the crowd was amazed, there were some of them who stubbornly refused to see Jesus as he was and tried to discredit him. Look at verses 15-16. “But some of them said, ‘By Beelzebub, the prince of demons, he is driving out demons.’ Others tested him by asking for a sign from heaven.” According to our common sense, their saying does not make sense at all. Why does the prince of demons drive out demons? It is nonsense. It just reveals their stubborn refusal to believe in Jesus. Knowing their thoughts, how did Jesus answer their criticism?  
Let’s look at verses 17-20. “Jesus knew their thoughts and said to them: ‘Any kingdom divided against itself will be ruined, and a house divided against itself will fall. If Satan is divided against himself, how can his kingdom stand? I say this because you claim that I drive out demons by Beelzebub. Now if I drive out demons by Beelzebub, by whom do your followers drive them out? So then, they will be your judges. But if I drive out demons by the finger of God, then the kingdom of God has come to you.’”
It is too obvious that any kingdom divided against itself will be ruined and cannot stand firm. And they knew that even the Pharisees’ disciples also tried to drive out demons not by the name of the king of demons but by the name of God. So it is undeniable that Jesus’ driving out demons reveals that Jesus is working by the power of God. Here the finger of God is uniquely used in this passage but in Matthew 12:28, the Spirit of God can be also interchangeably used. However, the finger of God reveals more vivid expression of God’s signal in releasing his authority and power. But here the most important point is that as Jesus says in verse 20, since Jesus drives out demons by the finger of God, now we should recognize that the kingdom of God has already come to us. When we say that the kingdom of God has come to us, we can say in various ways. But in today’s context, the fact that the kingdom of God has come to us means that God in Jesus drives out demonic power in us and we are now under his rule through his words and the Holy Spirit. 

To help us understand this fact more vividly, Jesus gives us a very effective picture showing how we are imprisoned by Satan and how Jesus releases us from Satan’s slavery. Let’s look at verses 21-22. “When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own house, his possessions are safe. But when someone stronger attacks and overpowers him, he takes away the armor in which the man trusted and divides up the spoils.” In this story, a strong man represents Satan and his possessions represent those who are imprisoned by him and the Bible teaches us that because of sin all men are imprisoned and enslaved by Satan (Romans3:23, John 8:34,1John 3:8a). In this picture, those who are imprisoned by Satan cannot be free from Satan’s bondage because Satan is so strong to us. But when someone stronger than Satan attacks and overpowers him and takes away the armor of Satan, then they can be released from Satan’s strong bondage. Here, someone stronger than Satan represents Jesus Christ. Sometimes we see in a movie or hear news that terrorists or pirates hold some peoples as their hostages but some special rescue troop like US NAVY SEALs makes a surprise attack and disarm them quickly and release all the hostages safely. Likewise, Jesus is the one who demolishes Satan’s strong evil power in our life and releases us from Satan’s oppression or harassment. 
As I said at the beginning of this message, there are only two spiritual kingdoms; one is the kingdom of God and the other is Satan’s kingdom and they are in spiritual war. Here there is one more important thing that we should know is that no one can belong to both kingdoms. In verse 23, Jesus says about this reality. “He who is not with me is against me, and he who does not gather with me, scatters.” There is no spiritually neutral zone in this war. Those who believe in Jesus Christ become God’s children and the citizen of God’s kingdom and automatically join in this war and God’s enemy Satan become their enemy. If we don’t believe in Jesus, spiritually we become Satan’s slaves and whether we intend or not we become the enemy of God. However many people are very ignorant about this spiritual reality. They are ignorant of Satan’s presence and the work of Satan even though they are suffering from Satanic harassment and oppression endlessly. So at this time let’s learn about the work of Satan from the Bible. The Bible doesn’t tell much about the origin of Satan (Devil) and his evil spirits (demons) except one fact that they are all fallen angelic beings who rebelled against God but teaches us what the characteristics and works of Satan are. 
One most important fact about Satan (Devil) that we should know is that he is a murderer from the beginning and a liar (the father of lies). Jesus himself said in John 8:44. “You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father’s desire. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies.” Many people suffer tremendously because of Satan’s lies. Let’s think about some examples. One of the most common examples is poor sense of self-esteem (self-worth); lack of true identity in God. Many young and old people suffer from poor sense of self-esteem (self-worth). Those who grew up in parent’s demanding pressure in their own high standards or in the lack of parent’s caring love have tendency to have inferior complex, low self-esteem, sense of failure, obsessive behavior, or fear of men because they usually never meet their parent’s high demand or standards and have bad, dominant memory that they were not loved. Mostly they are very insecure emotionally and desperately seek people’s recognition, human love, or worldly achievement and show obsessive behavior to certain people from whom they want to be recognized or loved. But here beyond their own problems or their parents’ problems, there is fundamental root problem. 
What is it? It is Satan’s lie planted by distrust and unbelief toward God. Satan’s biggest lie is to  make people believe that God does not love them. In Genesis 3, what Satan wanted to plant to the first man was to tempt man not to believe God’s perfect love. “You are not loved. You are  not cared by God. When we accept such idea, we lose our true identity as God’s beloved children. Then poor sense of self-esteem; low self-worth occupy our mind and thought. Or Satan’s lie also can lead us to have self-defensive mentality such as groundless pride, self-righteousness, rebellious self-glory seeking mentality etc. These are all Satan’s lies planted in our minds and heart. These lies actually destroy our inner life; the image of God in which we were created by God. These are Satan’s stronghold planted into our hearts and minds. As we all know, these kinds of lies in the form of our mind (idea) are very strong and almost invincible for us to penetrate and break through. However, these Satanic stronghold of lies can be broken into pieces only by the truth of God which is the word of God. In John 8:31 &32 Jesus said, “If you hold to my teachings, you are really my disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free. And Jesus drives out demons simply by the power of his word because his word has all authority and power over all created beings; visible and invisible. Remember that Jesus holds and sustains the whole universe by his word. In his one word even this heaven and earth can disappear. 
Here let’s remember once again that in this world there are only two spiritual kingdoms. So if we are not making successful spiritual progress in being led into the full joy and freedom of the kingdom of God, its most possible root cause may be that there may be a strong man Satan’s unreleased chains in our life. It can be our distrust, unbelief, pride, or self-righteousness, seeking self-glory or loving ungodly pleasure more than God, etc. No matter what it may be, the only way that we can demolish all Satan’s stronghold in our mind is to hold on to the word of God  until we fill our heart and mind with the  word of God fully not leaving any single room of our heart empty without God’s word. 
.
In verses 24-26, Jesus warns us that our spiritual battle should not be just one time event but continuous practice. Let’s read these verses together. “When an evil spirit comes out of a man, it goes through arid places seeking rest and does not find it. Then it says, ‘I will return to the house I left.’ When it arrives it finds the house swept clean and put in order. Then it goes and takes seven other spirits more wicked than itself, and they go in and live there. And the final condition of that man is worse than the first.” Here, ‘the house swept clean and put in order’ means “the believers’ empty heart without the owner of the heart; Jesus. After Satanic stronghold was demolished and taken away from our heart, the next thing for us to do is to fill our hearts with the word of God continuously and let Jesus be the owner of our hearts. Otherwise, the evil spirit taken away from our heart can come back again into our heart even with other evil spirits more wicked than itself. Then the final condition of that man will be worse than the first. This fact reveals that our spiritual battle in this life is not just one or two times event. It is on-going battle until our final victory is over in heaven. In verse 27-28, “as Jesus was saying these things, a woman in the crowd called out, ‘Bless is the mother who gave you birth and nursed you.’ Jesus replied, ‘Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and obey it.’” All Satan does has the final goal and purpose, and it is “rebellion against God.” But on the contrary the ultimate and utmost virtue of the kingdom of God is “trust and obedience.” Only those who truly trust in God and his word can obey and they are the ones who will be highly exalted by God in the kingdom of God because after all, obedience is all God wants from us.
As a conclusion, today we learned that the kingdom of God has come to us in the form of driving out demons in us. When we believe in Jesus, Jesus Christ and his words drive out any type of demonic power and oppression and bring us into his overflowing joyful kingdom where our King Jesus rules our hearts and minds in his love and truth. I pray for especially some students who are suffering from Satan’s deceiving power that they may be delivered from Satan’s oppression and enjoy the kingdom of God and grow in his words. Amen. 
