THE FIELDWORK TRAINING
Luke 9:1-9

Key verse : and he sent them out to preach the kingdom of God and to heal the sick.” (vs. 2)
 In the previous chapters, Luke described who Jesus really is. Jesus is the Christ, the Anointed One who has authority to forgive our sins and to save us. Jesus is the Lord who rules over nature and evil spirits. Jesus is God Almighty who heals any kind of diseases and even raises the dead. Through his public ministry, Jesus revealed who he is so that we can put our faith in him. 

 In chapter 9, Luke describes the closing of Jesus’ Galilean ministry.  Jesus’ focus changes from public ministry to training his twelve disciples as he prepares for his crucifixion. Without training no one can grow to maturity. This is especially true for Jesus’ disciples. To train them, Jesus sends them out to preach the kingdom of God and to heal the sick. Through this passage, we can learn the purpose of Jesus’ calling and principles of doing God’s kingdom work.  May the Holy Spirit teach us.
I. Jesus gave his disciples power and authority (vs. 1).  

 Look at verse 1. “When Jesus had called the Twelve together, he gave them power and authority to drive out all demons and to cure diseases,” By this time, it was over 2 years since Jesus had called the Twelve. They were ordinary people—most of them were smelly fishermen. But they were different from the crowd. The crowd came to Jesus with their problems and as soon as their needs were met, they went away. They were not interested in personally knowing Jesus. But the disciples committed their lives to Jesus. Jesus taught them the Bible. Jesus said in his prayer to the Father, “I gave them the words you gave me and they accepted them” (Jn 17:8a). Most of all, Jesus helped them to personally know him. Jesus showed them through his example how to teach the word, how to take care of God’s flock of sheep, and how to pray. Jesus concentrated on raising the Twelve as good shepherds for wandering people. God’s work continues through discipleship. It is amazing that Jesus had great hope and vision for ordinary people like the disciples. He has the same hope and vision for each of us. 

 Dr. Robert Coleman wrote in his book, The Master plan of Evangelism, “The ultimate goal of Jesus for his disciples was that his life be reproduced in them and through them into the lives of others…The real test is: Are those who are being reached reaching others?” To reproduce himself in the Twelve, Jesus focused on them and trained them. Disciples are not born, but made through training.  Up to this point, Jesus’ disciples had primarily been observers.  They had assisted Jesus, but now, through the fieldwork training, Jesus prepares them for active service, carrying out his ministry. Seeing is one thing; doing is another.
 It is interesting that Jesus gave the Twelve power and authority to drive out all demons and to cure diseases. Power is the ability to accomplish a task and authority is the right to do it. Paul said in Eph 6:12. “For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.” The gospel ministry is a spiritual battle against the devil and his forces. For this reason, they needed Jesus’ power and authority. The power and authority they received were the same power and authority by which Jesus carried out his ministry. This power and authority came from Jesus, who had received them from God. The credentials for Christ’s ambassadors are power and authority to drive out all demons and to cure diseases. In fact, Jesus channels his power and authority through those he has chosen and who obey his commandment. 


Here we learn a spiritual principle. “Anyone Jesus calls, he equips.” 

First, Jesus promises that he is always with us to the very end of the age (Mt 28:20b). When God chose his servants, God always promised to be with them as we see in the case of Moses, Joshua, Gideon, Mary and the disciples. This is unchanging promise of God throughout history. 

Second, Jesus promises power of the Holy Spirit. “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth (Ac 1:8)”. Power and authority the Twelve received lasted just during the short term mission journey. But the Holy Spirit Jesus promised dwells in God’s people forever, and God continually provides power and authority through the presence of the Holy Spirit. The book of Acts clearly shows how the disciples of Jesus carried out God’s work, overcoming impossible things and obstacles by the help of the Holy Spirit. The apostle Paul also said in 1 Cor 2:4-5, "My message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power, so that your faith might not rest on men’s wisdom, but on God’s power." We must believe that the Lord is with us and works through us. We cannot do God’s work with our own strength and power, but the Lord works through us by his power and authority when we obey by faith. 

II. Jesus sent the disciples to preach the kingdom of God (vs. 2). 
 Look at  verse 2. “… and he sent them out to preach the kingdom of God and to heal the sick.” The word “apostle” came from the Greek “apostello” which means “send out”. Apostles are those who are sent out for a specific mission. So the disciples are called apostles-ambassadors of Christ. (6:13) What was their mission? It was to preach the kingdom of God and to heal the sick. The purpose of healing the sick was to open the way to preach the kingdom of God and support the credibility of the disciples’ message. Luke alternatively used “the gospel” in verse 6 for the kingdom of God. So the gospel is the news of coming or restoration of the kingdom of God. 
 A kingdom is a place where a king reigns. So the kingdom of God is restoration of God’s rule in us. In the beginning God created the world in spiritual order by giving man a commandment to obey. Man could enjoy abundance of God’s provisions, happiness and eternal life in Eden as long as he obeyed God. But when man rebelled against God by disobeying his commandment, man lost God’s rule which resulted in suffering, misery and death. But God planned to restore the world through Christ who would come as an offspring of the woman. God showed Daniel a vision of God’s restored kingdom through Christ. Daniel 7:14 says, “He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all peoples, nations and men of every language worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.” 
 To fulfill this vision, God sent to the world Jesus Christ. John the Baptist, the herald of Jesus Christ, preached, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.” Jesus restored God’s rule in many by driving out demons, healing the sick and raising the dead.  Jesus also restored God’s rule by forgiving sins. Eventually King Jesus died for our sins and rose again, and freed man from bondage to sin and death by breaking the power of sin and death. Then, by the help of the Holy Spirit, the disciples preached the Good News of the Kingdom without fear. King Jesus will come again to restore the paradise. Peter called the restored paradise a living hope (1 Pe 1:3). John described the coming kingdom of God as a beautiful place where there will be no more tears, suffering, sin or death. Paul also dreamed to see the day when King Jesus will destroy all dominion, authority and power, and hands over the kingdom to God the Father. The kingdom of God is everything to man. The kingdom of God is what God’s people must preach. So Jesus taught us to pray, “Hallowed be your name; your kingdom come.” 
   


 How then, can we receive the kingdom of God? Mk 1:15 says, “The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good news!” Jesus requires only one condition: We must repent and believe the good news. The Greek word for “repent” is “metanoeo” which means “to change one's mind.” “Metanoeo” means to reform, to have a genuine change of heart and life. If we belong to a kingdom, we must submit to the King. Jesus is God’s Anointed King. Repentance is to change our heart from self-centeredness to King Jesus-centeredness. Christ can rule in us only when our self dies. That’s why Paul said, “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me” (Gal 2:20). 
III. The principles of doing the Gospel work (3-9) 
  Jesus taught the disciples principles of preaching when he sent them out.  What are the principles? 
 First, depend on God alone through simplicity. Jesus told them, “Take nothing for the journey-no staff, no bag, no bread, no money, no extra shirt.” (3). These are what we most depend on for self provision and protection when we travel. By taking away what they depended on, Jesus was training them to solely depend on God for provision and protection. The minimum of provisions called for the maximum of faith. Think about the Israelites in the desert for forty years. God faithfully and daily fed them with mannas. During the forty years that God led them through the desert, their clothes did not wear out, nor did the sandals on their feet. (Deut 29:5) We can trust in the Lord because He is faithful and mindful. Furthermore, when God’s servants do not practice simplicity by faith in God, their priority of Gospel work is choked.  They are filled with other concerns and worries and cannot purely pursue his kingdom.  Purity of heart is to want just one thing.  It is to seek first God’s kingdom and righteousness.  Jesus explains the key principle of a successful Christian life in Matthew 6:25-33, “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear … But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.”  

 Second, be content. Jesus said, “Whatever house you enter, stay there until you leave that town” (4). God’s servant should not seek better conditions out of selfish desires. God leads us wherever he thinks best for us to serve his ministry. God’s servant can be content with any condition because he believes God’s guidance and sovereignty. The apostles followed this instruction, and many households who welcomed the apostles became the local churches through close fellowship with the apostles as we see in the Book of Acts. 

 Third, don’t compromise.  Verse 5 says, “If people do not welcome you, shake the dust off your feet when you leave their town, as a testimony against them.” Shaking the dust off one’s feet was a gesture of Orthodox Jews to show no part with the Gentiles’ culture and customs as they passed a Gentile territory. The apostles were instructed to do the same to the unbelieving Jews. It was to proclaim that the apostles fulfilled their responsibility by preaching the gospel. It was also to pronounce God’s judgment on the unbelieving people due to their rejection of the apostles’ message. By this, Jesus taught the disciples about the absoluteness of the gospel. The gospel is the gospel of God (Ro 1:1). Jesus clearly taught about judgment and salvation. Jesus said, “Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned” (Mk 16:16).  We are living in a society where relativism and pluralism flourish. But we must believe and preach that there is no other gospel than the gospel of Jesus’ death and resurrection. We must preach like Apostle Peter; “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved” (Ac 4:12). 
 Fourth, absolutely obey. Verse 6 says, “So they set out and went from village to village, preaching the gospel and healing people everywhere”. The disciples did not calculate or hesitate. They simply obeyed Jesus' words and depended on Jesus' power and authority alone. Then they experienced great success in their mission journey. Though they were young and inexperienced, their ministry was very powerful because God mightily worked through them. Their fieldwork made the headline of the news and even Herod the tetrarch heard about it. The effect of the disciples' fieldwork training was indeed great. (7-9)  
The fieldwork training was a shadow of what was to come later. The book of Acts describes how the work of the Spirit shook the whole world through men and women of faith and obedience. It gives us great hope to serve the gospel work. God called us and gave us power and authority to preach the kingdom of God. May we sincerely receive Jesus’ training and grow to be men and women of simple faith and obedience. May God give us vision of the coming of the kingdom of God to Canada beginning with the University of Toronto.


