How Great our God is!

Luke 1:26-56

Key verse Luke 1:32,33 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over Jacob's descendants forever; his kingdom will never end. 

While preparing this message, I got to have many questions. How much do I believe in God? Do I believe  forgiveness of sins through Jesus' sacrifices? Do I desire God's kingdom and his eternal reign? Do I know Jesus' love for me and the world?  Most of all, do I rejoice in God my Savior? I pray that this message may be my answers to above questions. 

Part I. Jesus entered the earth.

Gabriel appeared to Zechariah and told that Elizabeth would bear a son. I don't know how old she was but probably she went through menopause. It was God's miracle for Elizabeth to bear a son, which could be compared to Sarah's conception of Isaac. The baby is John the Baptist who will go before the Lord in the spirit and power of Elijah. Here we can see that it is God who plans and carries out his salvation. 

What is God's next step? God sent his angel Gabriel to someone.  Look at verses 26 and 27. “In the sixth month of Elizabeth's pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin's name was Mary.” Why did God send his servant Gabriel to Mary? It was to send Jesus to the earth. 

Who is Jesus? John 1:1-3 says, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made has been made.” Jesus is the creator. He was with God in the beginning. He is not a part of his creation. But he wants to break into his creation. 

How did he enter the world? In the movie Terminator series, a man or a robot in the future is sent to the present naked in a remote place. But God sent Jesus into the world through a virgin. Biologically, it does not make sense for a virgin to be pregnant by herself. It is impossible! But nothing is impossible with God. God did not do so to boast off his power but he did because he promised to do so to save us!

When Adam and Eve had fallen, they were cursed. But God planted a hope in their heart.  Genesis 3:15 says, “And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.” Adam was not from natural relationship. He was made by God. All human beings are biological descendants of Adam. He failed to trust God and fell. In Adam, every one should die. God sent us the second Adam Jesus, who is not from man but from God. In Jesus, every one has life and will live.  

Then, she asked a very natural question. “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” She was engaged to Joseph but she did not sleep with him. Her pregnancy is biologically impossible! So Gabriel answered how it would be possible. Look at verse 35. “The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.” The baby Mary would bear is not from man! It is by the Holy Spirit and the power of God! 

The holy Spirit sent Jesus to Mary's womb. Since Jesus is not from man but from God, Jesus is holy! Jesus is the Son of God! 

God chose Mary for Jesus' mother because she was engaged to Joseph, a descendant of David. God promised to David that God will establish an eternal kingdom through his descendant. Israelite had waited for the son of David so fervently. Jesus would be born from Mary who was engaged to Joseph. Hence Jesus is a legitimate descendant of David. Jesus is the Son of God and at the same time the son of David. It was God's wonderful wisdom.

Here, let's think about Mary's obedience. Look at verse 29. “Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be.” She was not so shocked by seeing an angel even though it could be once in a life time experience. Her real concern is her relationship and marriage with Joseph. Probably she dreamed of a happy life with Joseph every day. If she is pregnant by the Holy Spirit, how can she explain this to Joseph? Even if Joseph believes her, people in the town might look at them with contempt thinking that they did not keep purity before wedding. She might have to give up marriage with Joseph. She could be stoned by angry town people whom she knew for a long time! What was her decision? “I am the Lord's servant. May your word to me be fulfilled.” Her basic attitude toward God is servant-ship. She acknowledged God's kingship and decided to accept his favor even though she did not know what was awaiting ahead of her. I pray that we may put God first as our King  in our decision, thinking and action!

Now let's think about who Jesus is who entered the world.  

Jesus is the eternal king of God's kingdom.  Are you happy with this? Today's people intentionally or unintentionally, consciously or unconsciously are against any kind of authority, even if it is about God's authority. Since we are Christians, at least we can't be against Jesus' kingship aggressively. We might say, “I am okay with that!” or “whatever”.  I want to ask you again. “Are you rejoicing in His reign?” 

Gabriel said to Mary, “ The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over Jacob's descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” His kingdom will never end! His Kingdom will be forever!  Canada has an election every four year.  Korea has a president election every 5 year.  Even if you voted for a terrible leader, you might have a chance to choose a new person after 4 or 5 years of darkness. But in God's kingdom, there is no election for a new president or a king. The political system there is monarchy and Jesus will be our king forever! Today's passage tells us what qualifications he has as our King. 

The first qualification is his name, Jesus. The name Jesus means He saves. The General Joshua did a great role in conquering Canaan. Jesus and Joshua have the same meaning. Matthew's gospel says that Jesus will save his people from their sins. (Matthew 1:21) It is a good news that Jesus came to save sinners not the righteous. Jesus said, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” (Luke 5:31,32) He did not choose the smart or Mr. or Mrs. Upright. He did not choose the rich or the strong. He chose sinners, patients, fragile people. He heals them and glorifies them. He does not feel ashamed to call them his people and children. He is so proud of them. 

Second, Jesus is holy.  Jesus is the Messiah who saves people. How does Jesus save? He offered himself as a lamb of God so that all punishments which should be poured out upon us were poured out upon him. He is sinless, pure and righteous. His holiness is the requirement to be the Lamb of God. Actually, the word “holy” is hard to define. For me, love is one of the main characteristics of holiness. When I see or hear a mother's love to save her child by risking her own life, I feel holiness. Jesus so loved us so he laid down his life. We say that there is no one who truly loves us. But this is Jesus' love. While we were still sinners, Christ died for us! 

I think that one of indicators of faith is whether we are happy with Jesus' reign or not. Our God is very personal and treat us with respect. He does not force to believe in Jesus or brainwash us to do so. God is waiting and waiting! God is waiting for the moment when we shout “I love His reign so much! You are my only king! Jesus reign forever!”  

Part 2: Mary's song.

Even though she accepted God's favor saying  “I am the Lord's servant. May your words to me be fulfilled”, she could not believe what she saw and heard. She went to the town in the hill country of Judea where Zechariah and Elizabeth lived to see what the angel said about Elizabeth was true. When Elizabeth saw Mary, filled with the Holy Spirit, she welcomed her. Even though her greeting was written very shortly, I believe that Elizabeth also should have sung a song of praise like Mary. Elizabeth's song gave her great encouragement and assurance of God's favor. And Mary sang a beautiful song of praises. 

Mary's song consists of three parts. First, there is Mary's expression of what she feels in her heart ( verses 46 and 47 ), namely, joy. Second, she mentions what God has done specifically for her as an individual ( verses 48 and 49): regarded her humble state, did great things for her. Third, she spends most of the time describing the way God is in general. This general character of God accounts for why he has treated her so amazingly and leads her to rejoice and glorify the Lord. We'll look at these three parts in reverse order. 
In the second half of verse 49 Mary makes the general statement that God's name is holy. That is, God's nature, his essence is holiness. He is completely free from sin and his ways are not our ways. He is separate from and exalted above the creature. All his attributes are perfect, and they all cohere in a perfect harmony called holiness.  Here what Mary notices is God's way of expressing his holiness. Her words can be a warning to us because we make the common mistake that God is partial to great men because he is great. We misunderstand that God favors what is exalted among men. But she praises God who exalts the humble and scatters the proud. 
What fills Mary's heart with joy is that God loves to care for those who calls on his mercy.  She mentions this three times: verse 50, “His mercy extends to those who fear him”; verse 52, “He has lifted up the humble”; verse 53, “He has filled the hungry with good things”. On the other hand, God opposes and abases the proud. Mary mentions this three times also: verse 51, “He has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts.”; verse 52, “He has brought down rulers from their thrones”; verse 53,” He has sent the rich away empty”.  It is clear from Mary's words that God is not partial to the rich, the powerful, or the proud. Numerous people have perished because they were engrossed with pride, power, and wealth. God is not impressed by our power or achievements. God's eyes are on those who fear God and cry for help! 
Now we go to the second part, verses 48 and 49a. Here Mary simply sees in her own experience an example of the way God is.  He comes down to Mary's humble state and does a great thing for her; he makes her the mother of God! It is such a singular and unimaginable blessing. Probably, she loved to read about women of faith such as Hannah, Ruth and Esther. Through them, she learned that God blesses the humble. Now she has found it to be true in her own experience.  And she sing a song of praise, which is very similar to that of Hannah. 
I experienced some special kind of God's holiness several years ago. I knew one divorced woman missionary. She was not young. She did not have any skill for job and she was considering to study nursing. She was very grumpy. She was spiritually powerless. Frankly speaking, I condemned her a lot. I judged her like a Pharisee. But suddenly one American UBF shepherd showed up out of nowhere and he married her. Now she is a mother of a cute son, Isaac and live a happy life in God. For the first time, I felt fear of God.  I was afraid because I judged a woman God so loved. I repented, “Lord, I am sorry. I did not know you well.” At the same time, I was so happy with God who cares his children in humble state. Praise God! Holy is His name!
Here, we see that Bible study is important in knowing about God. But there is a great gap between knowing God and knowing about God. I wondered why a student does not change after several years of  Bible study.  I have concluded that they did not experience God yet so don't know God even if they have some knowledge of God. We should pray that our students may meet their personal God. May God have mercy on us! Please reveal yourself to each of us!  
Her spiritual beauty reaches its emotional peak in the first part of her song. She sings a song from the heart. "My soul glorifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior." How does a soul glorify God? No one hears a soul. No one but you and God! At this moment her soul feels the greatness and holiness and mercy of God.  And the feeling is primarily one of joy. “My spirit rejoices in God!” Here we can find great truth. We can glorify God by rejoicing in him! This is a good news! Lord, we are living in a tough and sinful world. But we know that we are your beloved children. Lord, we know how great you are and how much you care for us. As your children, we boldly rejoice in you. We take a rest in your mercy. “My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior!”
